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EXTRACTS FROM MR. ABBOT’S DIARY. 
( Continued from p. 411.) 
No. V. 


His Preparation for and Frames on Communion Sabbaths, and Cov- 
enanting with God on {uch Occafions. 


1728. N the Tharfday before a communion Sabbath, he 
Dec. 30. writes; “ After my evening devotions I did, 1 
hope ferioufly, and folemnly, and unfeignedly, renew my cove- 
nant with God. And renouncing fin, Satan, and the world, 
and all compliance with and conformity to them; and defir- 
ing to repent of all my paft fins, whereby I had offended the 
glorious God, and begging of God his pardoning mercy 
through Chrift, and grace to be fincere in my covenanting with 
his moft facred majefty, and grace and ftrength to live up here- 
unto ;--- I gave myfelf up to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, as the Lord Jehovah. And did, I hope, unfeignedly 
take God the Father for my father, God the Son for my Sa- 
viour, and God the Spirit for my leader, fanctifier, and comfort- 
er ; and embrace Chrift as the only mediator between God atid 
man, by-whom finners may draw nigh to a moft holy God: 
_ And did take the word of God for the rule of all my thoughts, 
words, and actions; and humbly hope, defire, yea, and by the 
grace of God refolve, to live unto him. | 


O moft glorious God! accept of me an unworthy finner,’ 


for thy fervant, and ordain to thyfelf a revenue of glory, and 


honour, and fervice from me: And gracioufly pardon, for 
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Chrift’s fake, any flaw or falféhood in this my covenant with 
thee ;' and accept of my defires to ferve thee, through Jefus 
Chrift my Lord. And help me now. to remember that I am 
bound with one cord miore to the fervice df God, by thus re- 
newing my covenant with thee; and fuffer me not to backflide 
from thee, nor te break my moft,folemn promifes to be thine ; 
- but let thy grace be with niy {pirit; arid*fufficient for me at all 
times, that i may live agreeably to thefe folemn vows to be the 
Lord’s. And now let me have every grace of thy Spirit na 
lively exercife, and let me find this a bleffed: preparative for my 
approach to the folemnity that draws nigh: and there meet 
with me, O my dear Saviour! and blefs me, and fpeak peace 
to my foul. And let me never more return to folly; but re- 
ceive of thee ftrength to live devoted unto thee: that I may al- 
ways be of a pious, holy, heavenly frame of {pirit ; that I may 
every day, all the days of my life, even unto the day of my 
death, be inclined to hate all fin, and to purfue the death of it : 
and refift.all temptations to it; and inclined and difpofed to 
ferve, obey, and glorify God: and to deny myfelf, take up my 
crofs, and follow Chrift ; and walk in all thy ordinances blame- 
kefs ; and fo be found faithful to death ; and by commemorating 
my Lord’s death, be prepared for my own death: that fo if I 
fhould never more eat bread with Chrift at his table here, I may 
come to eat bread with him in his heavenly kingdom, and drink 
of the fruit of the vine there, even of thofe rivers of pleafures 
that flow at thy right hand forever and ever :. And all for the 

fake of Chrift!. Amen, and Amen! 
Mofes Abbot- 


Fune 23, Saturday.| At noon-this day, proftrate on the 
chamber floor, I renewed my covenant with Almighty God : 
And renouncing the devil, and all fubjection to him ;_ the world, 
and all conformity to it, and dependence on it; the flefh, and 
all compliance with it for the future; 1 defired heartily to re- 
ceive the Lord Jefus Chrift in his own way, and on his own 
terms ; and gave up myfelf, foul and body, unto God through 
tim : ‘Refolving by his grace to live devoted to him, not only 
for atime, but forever. I hope under a fenfe of my own patt 
vilenels, and of my own weaknefs, I defired fincerely to have 
my dependence upon Curist’s ftrength to affift me to perform 
all duzies, and forfake all fin; and upon his merits and righ- 
teoufnefs, for my acceptance with an holy God. 

* And now I defire, O Lord, to bewail before thee my coldnefs 
and hypocrify'in this my covenanting with thee ; and humbly 
befeech of thee to quicken me in thy way, to make my heart 
right with thee, and ftedfaft in thy covenant. unto the death. 
And, Oh! meet with me gracioufly at thy table, and there feal 


up 
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sap to my foul a pardon of all my.fins, and a title to all the blef- 
fings of thy coyenant ; and endow me with all that grace I need, 
to make me f{tedfaft, and unmoveable, and always to abound in 
the work of the Lord: For this is all my falvation; and halt 
thou not made it all my defire ? O Lord, I befeech thee to hear ! 
O Lord, anfwer! O Lord, forgive and do, and defer not, for 
thy name’s fake, and for thy Son Chrift Jefus’ fake. This is 
the humble requeft of thine unworthy fervant, Mofes Abbot. 
And this is the covenant that I have this day renewed; which, 
O that I may be ever’mindful of, and live anfwerable to it ! 
1730. May 30, Saturday.|. About two o’clock I retired for 
preparatory work. I was very dull and drowfy at firft, when 
I was reading ; but the glorious God gracioufly quickened me 
in prayer, in confeffing and bewailing my fins, and in crying for 
his grace and mercy in Chrift, that my dull heart was warmed, 
and in fome meafure melted. And after prayer, I tried myfelf 
by the rules that Mr. Doolittle Jays down,in his book of the 
Lord’s.Supper, to know whether we have the habits, and are in 
the exercife of grace. And though I find abundant matter for 
forrow. and fhame upon the account of my fins, yet I hope, 
fome of the marks of God’s children, and of true grace are up- 
on me. Oh! that they were much more evident.—After I 
had gone over thefe rules by way of trial, I-went over them a- 
gain, and turned them all into prayers and petitions to the God 
of all grace, that I might have the truth of grace, and live in 
the exercife of grace. BJefs the Lord, O my foul, and all with- 
in me, blefs his holy name, for the affiftance afforded me. | 
. Fune 28, Lord’s and communion day.) | My preparations tn- 
deed were poor and fcanty; but yet the glorious God did not 
deal with me, as I juftly deferved.. For I hope I did meet.with 
him in the duties of this day.—At the table of the Lord, I de- 
fired to fpend thofe few precious minutes, in meditation, hol 
ejaculations, and renewing my covenant with God ehtorigh 
Chrift. And I defired to realize it by faith, that as the bread 
and wine in this ordinance were given to me, fo that the glo- 
rious God did freely offer his Son my dear Saviour to me, and 
upon my accepting of him would freely give him tome. And 
I defired when I received the bread, by faith to receive my Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and to be affured that he would be my God and 
my Saviour. And when I took the cup, I defired by faith to 
make the application of my foul to the blood of Chrift, and to 
truft that it fhould be indeed applied to me, in all the precious 
effeéts of it: Hoping, defiring, believing, that my fins fhould 
be done away therein ; my perfon juftified, my foul fanétified, 
and my graces ftrengthened.—Moft gracious God, I humbly 
thank thee for the help of thy Holy Spirit, granted to me this 
day ; and I beg of thee the pardon of the fins of my holy duties, 
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and gracioufly to accept me through Chrift. And, Oh! lee 
me not turn again to folly. Suffer me not to allow myfelf in 
any fin, or to be favourable to any luft.—Help me to run the 
way of thy commandments with an enlarged heart, arid to keep 
thy precepts diligently. Oh! gracioufly quicken me in my fe- 
cret duties. Spiritualize my thoughts, that I may abound in 
divine and heavenly meditations.—Help me to watch over all 
my thoughts, words, and a€tions.—Let my whole conveérfation 
and behaviour be fuch, as that others obferving of it, may glo- 
rify thee my heavenly Father; and may take knowledge o 
me that I have been with, belong, and am like to the bleffed 
Jefus. Oh! that I might thus adorn the doétrine of my God 
and Saviour in all things, and be an ornament to my profeffion, 
and a fhining pattern of fincere piety: That I may bring glory 
to God, and do good in the world. O Lord! let it be fo, 
for Chrift’s fake. Amen! 

_ 1730. Aug. 20, Sabbath and communion day.] An infinitely 
good and gracious God was pleafed to affift me in the difcharge 
of the duties of this day, and to {mile on me at his holy table, 
fo that it was'a fweet hourto me. O! grace! free grace! rich 
grace! that fuch a wretched finner fhould have fo much kind- 
nefs fhewn to him! 

March 7,.1730-] Of a good frame at the Lord’s table. I 
defired there to repent of all my paft fins, and to join myfelf 
to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, never to be forgotten ; 
and from henceforth to confider and remember that I’ am not 
my own, but bought with a price, and therefore indifpenfably 
obliged to live to God, and glorify him, with my body and fpir- 
it, which are the Lord’s, Lord! whatever I have done amifs 
this day, pardon! Whatever I have done well, take the praife: 
thereof! For it is thy grace that enabled me to-do it. My 
perfon, and all my fervices, are vile things; utterly unworthy 
of thine acceptance; But, Lord! let them through Curist, be 
facrifices acceptable and well pleafing in thy fight. Lord! 

ive me faithin Curist! Let all my duties lead me to Curist! 
And by them let me come to a nearer acquaintancé with him, 
and to a greater admiration of him, and to a more flamin 
love to him! And let me honour Curist by my duties aia 
fervices !—And let me have this evidence of my good eftate, 
that I walk uprightly before thee, and lead a holy life. Oh! 
make me really holy, univerfally holy, and perfeveringly holy. 
Oh ! enable me by faith to derive from a glorious Chrift, grace 
and ftrength to perform all the duties thou requireft of me; 
to hate and forfake all fin; and to truft in the merits, and me- 
diation, and interceflion of my dear Saviour alone, for my ac- 
ceptance with God, and obtaining a part in the glorious inher- 
itance, that is incorruptible, and undefiled, and fadeth not away. 


May 
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May 2,1731-] After a careful preparation, he writes thus : 
At the Lord’s table, alas! how harafled with wandering and 
diftraéting thoughts! In wHat a poor exercife Were my graces! 
How formal and cold in renewing my covenant with the glori- 
ous God !—I loft the comfort of this holy ordinance !—It is juit 
with the glorious God thus to leave me to myfelf, that I may 
fee my own inability to do any thing as I ought of myfelf ; and 
that I may fee and adore his fovereignty, in giving his grace 
and affiftances to whom he will, at what time he will, and in 
what way he will: That I may be fenfible of its that the mo 
painful and careful preparations are not to be trufted to; *that 
they cannot merit the divine affiltance or aceéptance——. I 
hope I earneftly defired to be humbled for, my defeéts in holy 
duties this day, and that I might not be the worfe, but much 
the better for the enjoyment of it. And f yet hope the day 
was not wholly loft. : | 

July 25.) Ihave abundant reafon to praife the glorious 
God of all grace, for thé gracious afliftancés I have received 
this day, in the performanée of fecret, private, and public du- 
ties ; and efpecially for the fweet manifeltations of his love and 
grace to me at his table: I fat under Chrift’s thadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was fweet unto my tafte.—I was 
there enabled, I hope, heartily and unfeignedly to renew my 
covenant with the Almighty Jehovah, refolving and promifing 
by his grace affilting, to be fot him, and to live to him, while 
I have any being. I refigned all the powers of my foul, and 
membets of my body unto him, tb be employed in: his Tervice 
continwally, and that forever, Amen! Even fo be it. Lord, 
let the covenant that I have made with thee, and this duy re- 
néwed‘on earth, be confirmed in heaven! And let the blood of 
the everlafting covenant be applied to my foul; for the pardon 
of what-has been amifs in this tranfaétion; and let the grace 
promifed in thy covenant be granted unto me, that I may pay 
my vows to thee, and have my heart upright before thee, and 
ftedfalt in thy covenant: 





* A very judicious. remark this ; which I would have other serious, 
diligent Christians take a special notice of. * 
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THE 


JUDGMENTS OF GOD 
ON.A WICKED WORLD. 


Extracted from a European Publication, in but few hands. 


a 


4 Hiftorical Account of all the Plagues, Pefiilences and Famines, 
which have happened throughout the World from the beginning. 


(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 426.) 


A.D. 1225. A PLAGUE began at the fiege of Avig- 
non, which cut off the Emperor’s ar- 
my, and afterwards fpread through all France. 
| A. D. 1229... At the conqueft of Majorca, after the flaugh- 
ter of 20,000 Moors, and as many Chriftians, fuch a dreadful 
plague fwept away the army and natives, that King James was 
forced ro fend to Catalonia, to bring inhabitants from thence to 
repeople the ifland. This was the firft plague that was known 
to be there. 

A. D. 1231. After an inundation of the Tyber, a peftilence 
began in Rome, which fcarcely left the tenth part of the cit- 
izeNs. | 

A. BD. 1232. Under Frid: II. Emperor, after a terrible 
lightning and hail, a violent peftilence broke out and fpread 
over the whole empire. 

A. D, 1234. A great famine and peftilence raged in Eng- 
land, efpecially in the diocefs of Oxford. 

A. D. 1244. A great famine and plague began in Tufcany, 
from vaift {warms of locufts, and cut off molt of the inhabitants 
of Milan. ) 

A. D. 1247. A grievous peftilence raged in England, and 
cut off moft of the people. 

A, D, 1248. Under Baldwin II. Emperor, a violent plague 
raged in the army of Lewis Pious, King of France, at the fiege 
of Cyprus againft the Turks. 

A. D. 1279. Another plague broke out in his army at the 
fiege of Tunis. 

A. D. 1279. A great plague raged in Scotland. 

A. D. 1283. In the 34th of Alexander, King of Scotland, 
another deftroyed much people in a manner which before had 
not been known. | 

A.D. 1315. Such a famine raged in England, that men 
did eat one another, prifoners devoured fuch as came newly 

among 
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among them, and mothers eat their own children: this was 
followed with a very grievous plague, which fwept away what 
had not been ftarved to death by the famine. 

A. D. 1340. Such a plague raged through all Germany, 
that many thoufands died with much pain; fo that it was faid, 
it was amifery to live and pain to die. 

A. D. 1346. In the time of Charles IV. emperor, a moft 
dreadful peftilence broke out in Afia Superior, from an abom- 
inable odure of fire and fulphurious vapours, which firft de- 
ftroyed the fruits of the earth ; afterwards the bodies of men ; 
fome charged the Jews with poifoning the waters of the 
rivers, for which they were feverely perfecuted, and many 
of them were put to death. Such as were infected with 
it began to {pit and vomit blood, and fo died fuddenly or with- 
in two or three days. It overfpread and watted all the habita- 
ble world, fo that there was not a houfe or family upon earth 
but felt the ftroke of it: three parts fcarcely revived, and in 
many places {carce the tenth or twentieth part was left alive. 
It entered into Europe in the year 1348, where it deftroyed the 
third part of men, and fpread over every kingdom of it, and 
laid them almoft wafte : in the town of Florence alone 60,000 
died in one year: in Saragoffa died every, day more than 100: 
in Majorca of every hundred there diedo, and in lefs than 2 
month 150,000 died in that ifle; fo that it was almoft dettitute 
of inhabitants a fecond time. In Italy it raged three years, 
where out of every thoufund fearce ten furvived: among the Ve- 
netians it deftroyed above threefcore thoufand: in Lubec of 
the lower Saxony 1500 died in twenty-four hours, and 90,000 
inall. It raged among the Turks and mowed down many 
thoufands in France: And in 

A.D. 1348. 21 of K. Edward III. It raged in England 
nine years, and fo wafted the country, that almoft none were 
left alive ; for very few or none that were feized, efcaped. In 
Yarmouth 7052 perfons died in one year: in London between 
Jan. 1, and July 1, 57374 died, and particularly that learned 
and pious Archbifhop of Cant. Bradwardin, called Dr. Profun- 
dus. And not having ground fufficient to bury the dead, Sir 
Walter de Manny purchafed 13 acres of ground near St. John’s 
ftreet, called Spittle-croft, but now the Charter-houfe, for a 
burying place: and accordingly in the year following there 
were more than 50,000 buried there. It began with a fever, 
difficulty of breathing, and {pitting of blood ; then the fick had 
fpots and fwellings in the groin, armpits, and behind the ears, 
.and died all in five days time at leaft. It continued from the 
year 1346 until 1357, i. e. ten years, and (as Mr. Stow fays) is 
the third univerfal plague that hath happened fince the deluge ; 
and certainly, no age ever endured fuch a contagion and mor- 
tality. , A. D. 
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A.D. 1352. A great famine raged in Barbary and Mo. 
rocco, where the price of corn was fo great, that many upon } 
hope of inordinate gain, carried thither fo much of it, that a 
| far greater famine and mortality fpread over Italy, France, | 
Spain, and other places in Europe. 

A.D. 1358. <A violent pettilence raged through all Ger- : 
many, from Auguft until Chriftmas following, which deftroyed 
many thoufands. } 

| A. DD. 1361, 35th of king Edward III. Another peftilence } 
| (called the fecond peftilence, becaufe it was the fecond which 
| happened in his reign) broke out again, which cut off Henry 
duke of Lancafter, Reginald, Lord Cobham, Walter Fitz War- 
! ren, five bifhops, and many people of the nation. 
A. D. 1379, 3d of Richard Il. A dreadful plague raged in 
| England, which almof depopulated the northern counties. 

A. D. 1381, Wenceflaus emperor. A great plague fpread 
in Hungary and Bohemia, and in one parifh in Prague made 
3500 funerals in four months time. 

A. D. 1389. A plague raged in England, efpecially in 
Cambridge. 

A. D. 1391, 15th Richard Il. A plague raged in the north 
of England, whereof in York 10,000 died; and in Norfolk a 
greater number. 

A. D..1395, under Bajazet II. <A dreadful plague raged a- 
mong the ‘Turks. 

A.D. 1400. A dreadful peftilence began in Rome, by rea- 
fon of vaft numbers that crowded thither to the celebration of 
the jubilee, and moft part of them died thereof, there being ev- 
ery day fix or eight hundred funerals: afterwards it f{pread 
over all Italy. 

A.D. 1402. A plague fwept off the greateft part of the 
great T'amerlane’s army then pafling into Egypt. 

A. D. 1406, 8th of king Henry IV. A plague fpread thro’ 
‘England, and in London only, 30,000 perfons died of it in one 
fummer. 

A. D. 1424. An epidemic peftilence in Novogorad, one of 
the principal cities of Ruffia, confumed in lefs than fix months 
80,000 fouls. 

A. D. 1439. A grievous peftilence in Bafil, deftroyed Lud. 
patriarch of Aquileia, Lud. the Roman protonotary, feveral of 
the nobility and clergy affembled at the council of Bafil, and 
fo many of the inhabitants, that there was not ground enough 
to bury the dead, there being above a hundred funerals every 
| day; yet the council would not adjourn, thinking it was their 
| duty to take care of the church, even with the peril of their 
| own lives; for itis the opinion of divines, that magiltrates, 

1 ninifters, and phyficians ought not to forfake a people that is 
| | infected ; 
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infected ; but to overfee, fupport, and dire&t them in their mif- 
éry: but this city of Bafil was vifited afterwards with the 
plague feven times in feventy years. 

A. D. 1448, gth of Frid. IIL. A great peltilence raged 
over all Italy and other places for two full years. 

A. D. 1460, 21ft of Frid. I[I.emperor. A peftilence began 
in Germany about Chriftmas, and cut off moft of the ftrongeft 
men, but very few women or children. In this calamity the 
bifhops of Brunfwick appointed the inhabitants to fay mafs, and 
faft forty days upon bread and water only, that they might ap- 
peafe the divine wrath. 

A. D. 1475. A great plague raged in Majorca. | 

A. D. 1479, 17th of Edw. 4. A peltilence in England 
{wept away more people in four months than the wars had 
done in 15 years. 

A. D. 1480. A grievous peftilence broke out in Hungary 
in the month of July, and over-raa all Cracovia, Poland, Mui- 
covy, Ruffia, and Bohemia. 

A. D. 1486, 1 of Hen. VII. The fweating ficknefs was 
firft obferved in England: it continued almoft conftantly 40 
years together, and took away fuch numbers of people, that 
foreigners hardly believed there were fo many-in the whole ifl- 
and: it was called Suder Anglicus, becaufe it took its rife 
from England, and (as fome report) feized th¢ Englith peo. 
ple only, nay, purfued them into other countries, and diftin- 
guifhed them for the calamity ; though afterwards it {pread 
over all Germany and other countries. 

A. D. 1492. A plague fpread over all Hungary, Poland, 
Mufcovy, and Ruffia; deftroying many thoufands of people. 

A. D. 1493. <A plague broke out again in Majorca ; which 
was occafioned by the coming of one Boga from an infected 
place, and hiding a pocket full of money in a cave of the ifl- 
and; but after his fhip had performed quarentine, the goods 
fufpected were burned, aud the reft expofed to the air forty 
days ; he took up the pocket which infected the whole ifland, 
and quickly deftroyed the owner and almoft all the inhabitants. 
Thus the love of money was the root of that evil. 

A.D. 1500. Pope Alexander celebrating the jubilee, drew 
vaft multitudes to Rome; a violent plague began there, and 
raged through Italy ; where it deftroyed the third, and in oth- 
er places the half part of mankind. 

A. D. 1501, 15th King Henry VII. The fweating fick- 
nefs raged in England, and deftroyed in London 30,000 that 
year. 


A. D. 1508, 27 K. Hen. VII. It broke out again, and 


raged over all England with much fiercenefs. 
Wo. 12. Vol. II. Iii A. D. 
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A.D. 1509. A peftilence began in Calais, and afterwards 
it fpread over all Germany, Italy, and moft kingdoms of 
Europe: At Verona it deftroyed 10,000 perfons, and. no lefs 
than 25 Germans were infected with one leather garment. 

A. D. 1518, gth of K. Hen. VIII. The fweating ficknefs 
broke’ out again in England, whereof infinite multitudes in ma- 
ny places died, efpecially in London : it was fo violent, that in 
three and fometimes two hours it took away men’s lives, and 
{pared neither rich nor poor: thus it continued raging from 
July to December. Ti 3 

A.D. 1521. A famine and peftilence began at the fiege of 
the caltle of Relver in Majorca, which deftroyed above 30,000 
people; fo that the Government publifhed a decree at the end 
of the year, to grant to all ftrangers (who would come within 
the {pace of two years with their families, and repeople the ifl- 
and) immunity from all taxes whatfoever. 

A. D. 1522, 13th of King Henry VIII. There wasa great 


_ mortality in London and other places of the realm ; whereof 


Dr. James Bifbop of London, many men of honour, befides in- 
numerable common people died. ae 

A. D. 1525. The fweating ficknefs took its’ progrefs from 
England, and in § years time marched through Germany, the 
low countries, Zealand, Brabant, Flanders, France, Denmark, 
and Norway : fo mercilefs was the diftemper, that when it firft 
entered a city, it feized 5 or 600 a day ; and fcarce fix recov- 
ered.. That year a hectic peftilence raged at Leyden, Vienna, 
and other cities, whereof all that had it died. 

A. D. 1527. When Char. V. facked Rome, and forced the 
pope and his cardinals to retire to the caftle of St. Angelo, a 
grievous plague confumed great numbers of the imperial ar- 
my ; and thofe that remained, were forced to retire towards 
Naples at the approach of the confederates, who came to aid 
the pope. 

A. D. 1528, 8th of Charles V. A plague and famine con- 
fumed the French army before Naples: which fpread over all 
Italy, and deftroyed many thoufands. | 

A. D. 1529, 20th of King Henry VIII. In the end of May 
the fweating ficknefs began again in London, cut off many 
men of note in the king’s court ; fo that the term and circuit of 
whe aflizes were adjourned ; and afterwards it infected all pla- 
ces of the realm. 

A. D. 1541. A plague broke out in Geneva, Nov. 21, and 
fwept away many of the inhabitants. The council would not 
permit Calvin and Caftalio to vifit the infected, becaufe of his 
ferviceablenefs to the church and city; but they appointed 
Peter Planchet to do it, who quickly loft his life in that fer- 


vice. 
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A. D. 1542. A plague raged at Breflaw, the metropolis of 
Silefia, whereof 5900 died in 22 weeks. The infeétion lay hid 
in fome linen 14 years ; which being opened the infection {pread 
again. So it lay hid in a quilt 7 years, when the plague was 
in Venice ; and in fome cords which had been ufed in burying 
the infe&ted people when the plague was at Juftinopolis in Ita- 
ly, after they had laid hid in the church about 20 or 30 years ; 
upon which the plague broke out again, and deftroyed 10,000 

erfons there. ‘There are many fuch inftances of the power 
and efficacy of peftilential contagion, which people can never 
cautioufly enough avoid. 

A. D. 1543, 36th of king Henry VIII. A preat peftilence 
raged in London, fo that the Michaelmas term was kept at St. 
Albans. This is the fixth time that the plague or fweating 
ficknefs broke out moft violently in this reign. 

A. D. 1551, 5th of king Edward VI. The fweating ficknefs 
returned into England, and firf infeed Shrewfbury, then the 
northern parts; and was fo mortal in Loudon, that the firk 
week eight hundred perfons died. 

A. D. 1557. A peltilential diftemper raged in Germany for 
feveral years together, and cut off many in the fifth, fixth, fev- 
enth, or eighth day at farthetft. 

A. D. 1558, sth of queen Mary. There was fuch a mortal- 
ity in England, that many churches were deftitute of divine 
fervice, by the death of the clergy; and much corn was loft 
in the fields for want of workmen. 

A. D. 1568, 6th of queen Elizabeth. A violent peftilence 
began in the Englifh army at Haverdegrace in Normandy, for 
want of frefh water and provifions ; and the few foldiers that 
came over, iafeéted the whole nation with it in fuch a mifera- 
ble manner, that 21,500 died of it in London in one year. 

A.D. 1564. Anepidemical difeafe or peltilence, was very 
fatal to eatitind in moft, parts of Europe ; in Germany alone 
it cut off to the number of 300,000 perfons: and it did almok 
depopulate Conftantinople, Alexandria, Leyden, London, 
Dantzick, Vienna, Cologn, the upper Rhine, Bafil, and other 
cities. 

A. D. 1566, 2d of Maximil. Il.emp. A grievous peftilence, 
called the hungarick difeafe, began at Comorra, increafed at 
Gower in Hungary, where the imperialifts lay againft the 
Turks: and the difbanded foldiers fpread it over all Madders, 
Italy and Germany. It cut off above 70000 of the Turkifh 
army, and many thoufand Chriftians in moft places of Europe. 

A. D. 1576, 12 Maximil. IJ. <A genéral peftilence began in 
Trent, paft over Verona, Milan, Cremona, Pavia, deftroying 
glmoft all the inhabitants of thefe cities, and in three years 
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{pread over all Italy and other places of Europe: ameng the 
Venetians it cut off 70 or 100000 fouls. 

A. D. 1580. After a dry feafon, which confumed all the 
fruits of the earth, a grievous peftilence having run through 
Italy, Germany, England, and France ; it feized on Portugal 
and cut off very many people, and afterwards {pread over all 
Spain. | 

PA. D. 1591, 15th of Rodolph II. A grievous famine 
{pread over all Italy, and in Rome cut off about 60,000 
people. | 

A. D. 1594, 36th of Queen Eliz. A great plague fwept 
away the lord mayor, three aldermen, feveral other great men ; 
and 17890 of the mhabitants of London: fo that the Michael- 
mas term was held at St. Albans. 

A. D. 1595, Mahomet III. A famine began among the 
Turkifh army in Hungary, which was fo great that the Tartar 
women that followed the camp eat their own children. This 


‘was accompanied with a moft terrible plague, fo that of four- 


{core and five thoufand Turks and Tartars which came into 
Hungary, fcarce eight thoufand remained alive. It wafted al- 
fo almoit the Venetian fleet upon the coaft of Dalma- 
tia, fo that moft of their gallies had neither foldier nor mar- 
iner left on board; and above 20,000 of them were confumed. 

A. D. 1603, 1 of K. James I. A grievous plague in Lon- 
don deftroyed in one week 3090; from the 23d of December 
1602 to 22d of December following 30578 ; and of all difeafes 
38244 that year. 

A.D. 1611. The city of Conftantinople was fo grievoufly 
afflicted with the plague, that in 5 months 200,000 of the in- 
habitants died of it, and the Grand Seignior was forced to.re- 
tire to his palace of Barut Bafla, which is about a league and an 
half diftant from the city. : 

A. D. 1625, 7th of K, Charles I. A very great and mortal 
plague raged in London and the towns adjoining, in fuch a 
dreadful manner, that from the 22d of December 1624 to 23d 
of December 1625, there died within London, the liberties of 
the city, in Lambeth, Newington, Stepney, Hackney, and If- 
lington, three fcore and three thoufand and one: in Weftmin- 
fter of all difeafes died two thoufand five hundred and forij ; 
in Stepney four thoufand four fcore and nine. This (fays Mr. 
Stow) was the greateft ficknefs that happened in London, ex- 
cept that in the time of King Edward til. and in the fecond 
year of King James 1. This plague raged alfo in Holland, at 
the fiege of Breda, in Conftantinople, and other places in Eu- 
rope, and fent many millions to the grave. 

A. D. 1630. In the month of July, the plague {pread over 
Italy, France, and Venice, which in the former year the Ger- 
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man foldiers had brought into, and fpread over Germany : it 
watted almoft all the inhabitants of Mantua, Milan, the Valte- 
line, Venice, and all that Republic. 

A. D. 1636, 12 of Char. I. A fecond plague broke out in 
London ; in the fame place, viz. among the butchers in the 
row leading from Aldgate to White-Chapel, and {wept 
away 10400 and upwards; all that died that year were 23359 
perfons. Some hiftorians have obferved that thefe two plagues 
began in the fame houfe, on the fame day of the month, and 
deitroyed about the fame number of people. 

A. D. 1643. A peftilential difeafe cut off many of the 
Earl of Effex’s army, then befieging Reading ; which fpread 
into the King’s, lying at Oxford: and through other places of 
the kingdom. 

A. D. 1650, Char. II. A plague raged then over all the 
Kingdom of Ireland, efpecially in Dublin, where there was 
fearce a honfe free of the ficknefs, and 800 died in a week: 
this was the moft grievous ficknefs that for 50 years before had 
afflicted that kingdom. The famine was fo fevere that in ma- 
ny places of that ifland, feveral could not be withholden from 
human flefh. Befides thefe plagues, the mercilefs fword of Ire- 
ton, after Cromwell had left it, moft barbaroufly fcourged that 
impicus nation. 

A. D. 1665, 17th of Charles II. “London was vifited again 
with an extraordinary plague, which may truly be called the 
great plague : the year before it raged in Egypt, Greece, Ger- 
many, Holland, and other kingdoms: from whence’ it was 
tranfported into London about the middle of May 1665, and 
{pread with fuch intolerable infection through this city and 
fuburbs, that in one week it killed 7165, and in lefs than one 

ear 68586, fome fay, 100,000. So that 97301 died that year 
in London of all difeafes. 

Thefe three great plagues happened within 60 years; and 
the laft of them juft 40 years after the firft of them; which 
made fome impute a fatality to that number, as if in this fenfe, 
the land was to have reft but 40 years. But, blefled be God, 
this nation and city have been free from any contagious difeafe 
thefe 60 years paft. Therefore, not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy 
name give glory ; for thy mercy. 

A. D. 1679, Leopold I. Emp. of Germany. A peftilence 
began in Hungary, and extended to the imperial city of Vien- 
na, where it made fuch havock, that from the beginning of 
June te the end of December, it deftroyed about 49487 per 
fons ; befides abundance of people that died of it in all neigh- 
houring places. 

A. D. 1683. When Vienna was bsfieged by the Turks, 2 
plague confumed 3000 citizens, befidés 10000 foldiers and oth- 
ers, 
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ers, who died by the fword, famine and other means, and as 
many of the infidels. | | 

A. D. 1685. A miferable plague and famine raged in Hun- 
gary, Germany, and other places, whereby many were ftarved 
to death ; at Vienna two women did eat the raw fiefh of an 
horfe lately dead. ) ae 

A.D. 1720. The plague raged at the. beginning of the 
year in Sidon, Tripoli, Syria and Cyprus ;. and in May the city 
of Marfeilles was vifited with the contagion by fome fhips com- 
ing from thence: becaufe the peftilence very frequently rages 
in thefe ports, that city has very often. received it from thence, 
asin A. D. 1580, 1630, 1649, 1650, and 1720, which began in 
the ftreet called Lefcalle, a part of the old town, inhabited on- 
ly by poor people, and quickly fpread itfelf over the city. But 
having very little provilion in it, they began to be in want of 
bread, corn, meat, wood, money, and all other necefflaries ; 
therefore, July 31ft, they iflued out an ordinance to oblige all 
ftrange beggars to depart the city; but an aé& of the parlia- 
ment of Aix on the fame day did prohibit the Marfeillians to 
ftir out of the bounds of their own territory, and the inhabi- 
tants of all the towns and places of Provence to commu- 
Nicate with them, or to harbour them on pain of death. This 
confined near 3000 beggars, and bound over about 100,000 
fouls (as it were) to death, which afforded the moft dreadful 
fcene of human mifery that ever deftruction formed in any city 
of the world, if we may except Jerufalem. The infection ap, 
peared with buboes, and tormented them with fo. much pain 
and mifery, that it made fome delirious, others it withered into 
ftrange poftures, denoting the torturing venom which ftruck 
them to the heart; others cut their own throats, fome leapt in- 
to the fea, and threw themfelves out of windows to put an end 
to their mifery : whatfoever houfe the peftilence entered into, 
it carried off the whole family ; and fcarcely one efcaped that 
was feized therewith. The ficknefs raged in this manner from 
the 25th of Auguft to the end of September, deftroying 1000 
perfons a day. Never was a city in fuch a deplorable condi- 
tion, the dead bodies being caft in heaps at the gates of the 
hofpitals and ftreets ; and every place being as it were a vaft 
church-yard ; then neither ground nor buriers could be had to in- 
ter them ; when thofe in the city were cut off, they had at fev- 
eral times about 5009 flaves from on board of the. gallies, to 
perform that irkfome office, You might fee thoufands of pu- 
trified bodies lie in every ftreet ; men, women, children, dogs, 
cats, and other animals corrupting together, and among them 
as many in a languifhing, miferable condition, juft expiring. 
But what could be more piercing than to fee many wretched 
mothers in all places dying by their dead infants, and divers 
Por 
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poor orphans hanging upon the breafts of their deceafed moth- 
ers. Nothing could be heard but tears, fighs, groans, out- 
cries, defpair, death and mortality in every corner: the 
living in a very deplorable condition, and thofe that were dead, 
infecting them with the fame contagion by their itinking 
bodies, crawling with worms, and rotting above ground, 
becaufe there were none left to bury them in that hot icafon. 

Nov. 20,1720. That dreadful diftemper had vilited Aix, 
the capital of Provence, Toulon, Arles, and a great many 
places about Marfeilles. Afterwards it {pread over all Fro- 
vence and Languedoc, and has fwept away moft of the inhabi- 
tants of Avignon, Gevaudan, Mende, Marvejol, Roufle, the 
Abby of the Chamboy, St. Leger, St. Genaix, Cenouillac, and 
is yet Making progreis towards the Sevennes, and other places 
of the kingdom. Our laft accounts inform us, that about Oc. 
27, 1721, 70 perfons died in a day at Avignon. On Nov. 3, 
they fay that 1539 are dead there in a few months patt, 1480 
lay fick of the contagion, and the hofpital of St. Roch is burnt 
with 14000 perfons init. At Mende 1615 have died from the 
4th of September laft to the 8th of Nov. and 10 or 12 a day. 
At Marvejols, Mende, Moulines, Comtat, Befle, St. Leger and 
other towns, the infection has broke out again, and hardly any 
body is left alive ; now the contagion threatens the Lower Lan- 
guedoc, Gafcogne, Guienne, Lyonnois, and other provinces of 
France. But how far it may proceed, and when it will abate, 
‘he only knows, who is infinite in. wifdom, power, and good- 
nefs, the fole Lord of life and death. 

From this hiftorical account of plagues, peftilences, and fam- 
ines, we may obferve what a dreadiul deftroyer of mankind 
thefe have been: they are the moft dreadful fword of an an- 
gry God, which he never draws until the fins of a wicked peo- 
ple have incenfed him: and therefore from fuch deftruction 


and mifery, from fuch dreadful plague, peftilence, and famine, 
Good Lord deliver Britain. 








THOUGHTS ON NUM. XXIlI. to: 


“ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my laff end be like his ; 
WITH A 


Goncife account of the religious exercifes of an aged Chriftian in his 
laft ficknefs, who died Fan. 8, 1805, in one of the fouthern coun- 
ties of Maffachufetts. 


ONNECTED with thefe words we have the hiftory of 
Balak and Balaam, in their impious attempt to curfe 
God’s 
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God’s chofen people. The event proved both the folly and the 
imbecility of all attempts to curfe thofe whom God has bleffed; 
and that if God be for us, it matters little who may be againft 
us. All the Balaks and Balaams in the univerfe fhall never 
prevail againft thofe whom God has determined to fupport. 
This hiftory furnifhes one proof among many others, that all 
the malice of men and devils combined againft God’s church 
fhall never be able to overthrow it, 

Balak having, after much difficulty, procured an interview 
with Balaam, we find them in the beginning of this chapter 
bufily employed in making preparations for procuring the de- 
fired curfe againft the Ifraelites. After having built feven al- 
tars, and offered a bulluck and a ram on each, “ Balaam faid 
unto Balak, ftand by thy burnt offering, and I will go. Perad- 
venture the Lord will come and meet me, and whatfoever he 
fheweth me I will tell thee; and he went to an high place ;” 
and God met him, and put a word into his mouth, and faid, 
return unto Balak, and thus fhalt thou fpeak; “ How fhall I 
curfe whom God hath not curfed? or how fhall I defy whom 
the Lord hath not defied ? for fromthe tops of the rock I fee 
him, and from the hills I behold him. Lo, the people fhall 
dwell alone, and fhall not be reckoned among the nations. 
Who can count the duit of Jacob, and number the fourth part 
of Ifrael? Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
laft end be like his.” 

Thus, in the end, will all the attempts of the wicked againft 
the righteous, either prove abortive, or the evil-they intended 
will be turned into good. Thus does God caufe the wrath of 
man to praife him, and the remainder of wrath he reftrains. 
After all Balak’s trouble and expenfe to procure a curfe againft 
Ifrael, he obtained only a mortifying affurance, that they are 
bleffed, yea, and fhall be bleffed ; bleffed in regard to the pecus 
liarity of their fituation ; their numbers ; and their latter end. 

1. Balaam declares them bleffed in regard to the peculiarity of 
their fituation, as being a feparate and diftin& people from the 
reft of the nations. “From the tops of the rock I fee him— 
lo, the people fhall dwell alone, and fhall not be reckoned 
among the nations. The Ifraelites had probably been repre- 
fented to Balaam as a rambling people, living in a ftate of an- 
archy and confufion ; but he now faw them a regular, organ- 
ized camp, in which appeared all the marks of difcipline and 
tn order. He faw them a people dwelling alone, and fore~ 

aw that they would continue fo, and be honourably diftin- 
guifhed from the reft of the world; that they differed from 
the other nations, not only in their religion and facred rites, 
but in their diet and drefs, as a people called out of the world, 
and not to be conformed to it. We hence learn that ae 
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who, by their profeffion, have feparated themfelves from the 
world, and devoted themfelves to God, are bound not to walk 
according to the courfe of this world, but to live above it: and 
that thofe who confcientioufly difcharge the peculiar duties of 
religion may expect to experience joys and confolations with 
which ftrangers intermeddle not. 

2. He declares them blefled in regard to their numbers. He 
faw from the eminence to which he had retired, that they were 
neither few nor defpicable, but an innumerable multitude, which 
rendered them at once refpectable and formidable. ver. ro. 
“‘ Who can count the duft of Jacob ?” It was Balak’s defire that 
Balaam fhould fee the utmoft part of the people, hoping that the 
more he faw them, the more he would be exafperated againft 
them ; but the effect was the reverfe ; inftead of being angry at 
their numbers, he admired them. It wili ufually be the cafe that 
the more God’s people are known, the more favourable opinion 
will be entertained of them. It had been foretold concerning 
* people of Jacob, that they fhould be as the duft for number. 

alaam here acknowledges, in effect, the accomplifhment of 
this promife to the fathers, and that it fhould hereafter be ac- 
complifhed ftill further. If the natural defcendants of Abra- 
ham were fo numerous, what fhall his fpiritual children be, 
when “gathered together in one,” at the great and lait day ! 
He declares them blefled in regard to their laff end. 
“ Let me die the death of the righteous,” &c. i. e. let me die the 
death of the righteous Ifraelites, who are in covenant with God, 
and let my lalft end, or my future ftate, be like theirs. 

It is here taken for granted that all men mutt die, the righ- 
teous as well as the wicked, and that death is their laft end with 
refpect to this world. It is alfo taken for granted that the foul 
is immortal, and will live forever in another {tate ; otherwife the 
death of the righteous could not be an obje& of fuch earneft de- 
fire. 

Balaam here pronounces the righteous bleffed when they die, 
as well as while they live, which makes their death not only more 
defirable than the death of others ; but even more defirable than 
life itfelf. He was now upon one of the mountains of Moab, 
very near the place where Mofes not long after died; and it is 
not improbable, that God, who put this word into Balaam’s 
mouth, defigned it fhould have reference to this cireumftance, 
to encourage Mofes cheerfully to go up and die there fuch @ 
death, as Balaam himfelf wifhed to have died. 

Balaam, like many others, here fhews that his opinion of re- 
ligion was better than his practice. ‘There are many, who, like 
him defire to die the death of the righteous, who do not endea- 
vour to live their life. They would gladly have their end like 
No. 12. Vol. II. Kxk the 
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‘the righteous, but not their way. They would be faints in 
deaven, but not faints on earth. 

In thefe words, two things offer themfelves for more particu- 
lar confideration. | 

I. Who are to be underftood by the righteous ; and 
3 II. What, by dying his death and having our laft end like 

is. 

Firft.—Who are to be underftood by the righteous. 

There are but two forts of intelligent beings in the univerfe, 
holy and unholy. In the invifible world all the inhabitants of 
heaven are holy beings, and all the inhabitants of hell are unho- 
ly. The fame diftinétion is every where kept up in the Bible in 
regard to the rational inhabitants of this world. All men are 

‘denominated either regenerate or unregenerate, faints or fin- 
ners, righteous or unrighteous, holy or unholy ; and at the 
day of final judgment, every individual of the human race, that 
ever has been, or fhall be bora, will receive an everlafting 
fentence, according as he fhall then appear to belong to one or 
the other of thefe general claffes. To the righteous it will be 
faid, “Come ye bleffed,” to the unrighteous, “Depart ye 
eurfed.” 

Thofe words of our Saviour, Matt. xii. 30, “ He that is not 
with me is againft me; and he that gathereth not with me 
fcattereth abroad,” can have no confiftent interpretation on 
any other fuppofition, but that of the two general claffes juft 

tioned. It is plainly intimated in thefe words, that the ho- 
ly war, which Chrift is carrying on againft Satan and his king- 
dom, admits of no neutrality. “He that is not with me is 
againft me.” In the fmaller differences and difputes which may 
arife between the difciples of Chrift among themfelves, we are 
taught to be candid and exercife that charity which thinketh ne 
evil, to foften and mitigate the matters in variance, and to feek 
peace and unity, by accounting thofe who are not againft us to 
be with us ; but in the great quarrel between Chrift and the 
prince of darknefs, no truce nor peace is to be fought, nor any 
fuch favourable conftruétion to be made as if the point in dif- 
pute were a matter of mere indifference. In this great war- 
fare, he, that is not heartily for Chrift, will be treated as really 
againft him. He that is cold m his caufe will be viewed as an 
enemy. When the difpute is between God and Baal, there 

“mutt be no halting between two. “ There is no trimming be- 
tween Chrift and Belial.” The kingdom of Chrift is eternally 
oppofite to that of Satan, and will be eternally victorious over 
it. in this conteft there muft be no compromife, but an uncon- 

ditional fubmiffion ; and therefore, in this caufe “ there is no 
fitting fill with Gilead beyond Jordan, or Afher on the fea 

‘fhore.” We mutt either be entirely, faithfully and immoveably 

. oR 











Reflections on-Num. xxiii to. 467 


en Chrift’s fide, or be eternally confidered and treated as his 
enemies. 

The latter claufe is to the fame purpofe. “He that gather. 
eth not with me fcattereth abroad.” Chrift’s errand into the 
world was to gather ; to gather in his harveft, to gather in from 
the four quarters of the world, the elect, whom his Father had 
giver him. Chritt juitly expects and peremptorily requires of them 
that are with him, that they gather with him; that they not 
only gather themfelves to him, but that they do all in their pow- 
er to gather others to him, and thus ftrengthen his interetft. 
Thofe, who will not appear and aét as promoters of Chrilt’s 
kingdom, will be confidered and treated as hinderers of it, and as 
being at leaft, in fecret, if not open confederacy with the enemy. 
If we gather not with Chrift we fcatter. It is not fufficient that 
we do no harm, but we muftdo good. The right and duty of 
engaging in this holy warfare admit of no dilpute. We are 
not allowed to ftand nerter. If we are not enliflted with the 
Prince of peace, we are enlifted with the prince of darknefs, 
and are in fome way or other promoting his caufe. | 

It hence appears that there is no communion between the in- 
terefts of Chrilt’s kingdom and thofe of Satan’s. Every perfon 
on the face of the earth belongs, at this inftant, either to the 
kingdom of Chrift, or the kingdom of Satan ; is either in thé 
narrow way which leads to heaven, or in the broad road to hell ; 
and were he this moment to be fummoned into the world of 
fpirits, he would either be received into the realms of eternal 
light and blifs, or be doomed to the black regions of endlefs 
horror. 

It is, therefore, evident that with refpect to moral chara¢ter, 
there are but two clafles of mem in the world, the one righteous, 
the other wicked. The former of thefe is now to be briefly con- 
fidered. ; 

Of men in their natural ftate, “there is not a juft man upon 
earth ; there is none righteous, no not one.” A righteous man is, 
therefore, one who is fo denominated by virtue of bis being uni- 
ted with Jefus Chrift the righteous, by a julifying faith ;— 
one, who is regenerated by the renewing of his mind ;—one, in 
whofe foul holy affections are implanted by the regenerating 
agency of the Holy Spirit ;—one, in whom are found thofe fruits 
of the Spirit, or thofe holy and gracious affections and habits, 
which the Spirit of God produces in al] thofe in whom he dwells 
and effectually operates, together with thofe gracious actions 
which flow from them as naturally as pure waters flow from a 
pure fountain, or as good fruits grow froma goodtree. Thefe 
fruits are enumerated by the apoltle Paul, Gal. v. 22, 23. 
“‘ The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gen- 
tlenels, goodnels, faith, meekneis, temperance ;”—/ove “ 9 
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God and our neighbour, and both to the bodies and fouls of 
men ; joy, Or a delight in God arifing from a perception of his 
glorious perfeétions, and a fenfe of our union with him and in- 
tereft in him; peace, peace with God and peace af confcience, 
together with a peaceable difpofition towards men, as oppofed to 
ftrife, variance, emulation, and other turbulent paflions and 
practices ; /ong-/uffering, patiently enduring injuries and forgiv- 
ing enemies, as oppofed to all haftinefs and revenge ; gentlene/s, 
or an affable diipofition, and an eafinefs to be entreated, when 
any one has done us wrong ; goodne/s, benevolence and a cheer- 
ful readinefs to do good to others; faith, or faithfulnefs to 
fpeak nothing but ftrict truth, and to perform all our engage- 
ments ; meekne/s, in oppofition to anger, malice and haftinefs of 
{pirit ; and éemperance, or a reftraining of all our carnal defires, 
and a fparing indulgence in all kinds of fenfual delights. 

How ftrong and ftriking is this chara¢ter of the righteous, 
when contralted with that of the wicked as defcribed in the 
preceding verfes, in whom are manifefted the works of the flefh, 
“which are thefe ; adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, lafciviouf- 
nefs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
ftrife, feditions, herefies, envyings, murders, drunkennefs, revel- 
lings, and fuch like.” 

Inftead of portraying every feature of the righteous, let us 
contemplate for a moment the firft only, viz. Jove, which may 
be cebdered-ts fummarily comprehending all the others, for 
“ Jove is the fulfilling of the law.” It has been already obferved, 
that none can come up to the bible character of the righteous, 
but he who has been born again, or born of the Spirit. The 
apoftle John afferts that “ every one that loveth is born of God ;’” 
and the apoftle Paul affures us, that that faith, which is juftifying, 
worketh by love. ‘The objec of our love is always a pleafing ob- 
ject, and this objeé& determines our character as righteous or 
wicked. \f we love the praife of men more than the praife of 
God, ambition is the idol of our adoration. If fenfuality be the 
principal objeé& of our purfuit, we are lovers of pleafure; if 
riches, riches are the object of our fupreme love; but if our fu- 
préme regard be fixed on the Supreme Being and his holy law, 
we are governed by the love of God, are born of God, and may 
be denominated righteous. The hearts of the righteous are con- 
formed to God, being united with him in holy love. “God is 
love ; and he'that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him.” The righteous rejoice evermore that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth, and choofe to be forever under his domin- 
ion. The language of their heart is, ** be thou exalted, O Ged, 
above the heavens ; let thy glory be above the earth.” 
_ The righteous alfo love one another. They experience a pe- 
culiar delight in the fociety of kindred fouls. True on 

| eel 








Reflections on Num. xxiii. 10. 469 


feel a peculiar attachment to thofe who make the welfare of the 
commonwealth their purfuit, and who unite with them in deteft- 
ing thofe meafures and prattices which tend to demoralize and 
didbtwanide fociety. In like manner, the righteous experience 
a peculiar affection towards thofe who manifeft that they ap- 
prove and difapprove of the fame things, that their hearts are 
engaged in the fame caule, that they belong to the fame king- 
dom, are travelling the fame road, and to the fame heaven. 

The righteous manifeft their fupreme love to God, by a con- 
{cientious obedience to all his commands. If we love the leg- 
iflator we fhall love his laws, we fhall feel a reverence for his 
name when we pronounce it with our lips, and fhall be griev- 
ed when we hear it profaned. ‘We thall efteem the Sabbath: a 
delight, and fhall honour it by conftantly attending on its ordi- 
nances. It is painful to thofe who love God to be detained 
from his houfe,and from the means of inftruétion, quickening and 
confolation which he hath inftituted. Prayer is the breath of 
thofe who are born of the.Spirit. They daily breathe this breath 
in their clofets, in their families, and in the fanétuary ; and this 
‘gives them life for the performance of all the focial duties. 

This love which animates the foul of the righteous diffufes 
a {pirit of peace and friendfhip though families, neighbourhoods, 
ftates and kingdoms. It difpofes for all the duties of life, and 
is accompanied with a holy fortitude and an humble confidence 
in the hour of death, putting into the mouth of the dying Chrif- 
tian that triumphant language of the apoltle Paul, **O death! 
where is thy fting? O grave! where is thy victory? The tting 
of death is fin; and the ftrength of fin isthe law. But thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift.” 

II. What we are to underftand by dying the death of the 
righteous, and having our laft end like his. 

To die the death of the righteous is io die in the Lord. It is 
to die in a ftate of fpiritual union with the Jord Jefus Chritt, 
by faith. By virtue of this union, the dying Chriftian is anima- 
ted with the hope, that when he who is the believer’s life {hall ap- 
pear, he alfo fhall appear with him in glory, and be preferved 
by his almighty power in eternal felicity. 

The former expreflion, “ Let me die the death of the righ- 
teous,” may be confidered with reference to the ftate of mind 
with which the Chriftian meets death; and the latter, 
“and let my laft end be like his,” with reference to his ftate af- 
terdeath, — 

The ftate of mind with which the Chriftian meets death is 
defcribed by David in the 23d Pfalm, 4th verfe. “ Though I 
walk through the valley of the fhadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy ftaff, they comfort 
: ’ me.’ 
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me.”’ In this Pfalm, the fheep of God’s pafture are reprefented 
as addrefling themfelves to their great and good Shepherd, de- 
claring their full confidence in him, his diligence in feeding them 
with the bread of eternal life, his watchful care in bringing them 
back from the ways of error, and conducting them in the path 
of truth, his power and kindnefs in comforting, fupporting and 
faving them in the hour of dea.h, and conducting them in fafety 
through the vanities and the vexations of time to a blifsful and 
glorious eternity. To havea juft apprehenfion of this 4th verfe, 
we muft conceive of the church militant and the church. tri- 
umphant as ftanding on two mountains, between which lieth 
the dark valley of the fhadow.of death, neceflary to be pafled 
through by thofe who would go from the one to the other. 
Over all that region of drearinefs and defolation extendeth the 
empire of the king of terrors; and the believer alone feareth 
no evil in his paflage se it, becaufe he is conduéted by 
that great Shepherd of the iheep, whom God brought again 
from the dead, and who, therefore, can fhew us the path of life 
through the valley of death. “In all our dangers and diftreff: 
es, but efpecially in our laft and greateft need, do thou, O Lord, 
let thy rod and the fceptre of thy kingdom protec us, and thy 
paftoral ftaff guide and fupport ovr fteps, while we pafs 
through the dreaded valley to the heavenly mountain on the 
other fide, on which St. John faw the Lamb ftanding, with a 
great multitude redeemed from all the earth.” - 

The expreffion, “let my laft end be like his,” may be con- 
fidered as having reference to the ftate of the righteous after 
death, in the kingdom of glory. In the prefent life we can have 
but faint conceptions of the reft which remaineth for the people 
of God. ‘For now we know in part and prophecy in part ; 
but when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part fhall be done away.” Though the righteous on earth have 
a foretafte of heaven; yet the difference between the righteous 
on earth and the righteous in glory is exceedingly great, fuch 
as cannot enter into the heart of man fully to conceive. The 
righteous on earth cannot view the kingdom of God in the 
fame clear light as the fpirits of juft men made perfeé&, who 
view it in the light of eternity. The death of the righteous 
diffipates all thofe clouds of error, doubt and fear, which here 
hung over them, and is an inlet to everlafting and unmingled 
joys. They are now made perfect in love. The foul being 
diflodged from the body, their eyes are inftantly opened upon 
the world of glory. Sin and forrow now fly away. ‘They hun- 

er no more, neither thirft any more, but the Lamb which is in 
the midft of the throne feedeth them and leadeth them to living 
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Ina fhort time, every righteous perfon, who dwells on this 
earth, will pafs through the dark valley of the fhadow of death, 
be welcomed with joyful acclamations to the Paradife above, 
and affociated with glorified fpirits. Yet a little while, and he 
that fhall come will come and receive all his chofen to himfelf. 
What inexpreffible delights muft be experienced in uniting with 
the holy throng above, in forever contemplating and finging the 
wonders of redeeming love, with thofe who are forever of one 
heart and one foul towards him that fitteth on the throne! They 
all rejoice in the divine adminiftration, and are perfectly fatisfied 
with the places affigned them inthe kingdom of their heavenly 
Father. Thofe on the lower feats in blifs do not look up with envy 
to thofe above; nor do thofe on the higher feats look down 
with contempt on thofe below. All are fatisfied that every 
thing is ordered in infinite wifdom and goodnefs. In heaven 
every one is happy in feeing the happineis of another. “The 
happinefs of one is the happinefs of the other, the happinefs of 
each is the happinefs of the whole, and the happineis of the 
whole is the happinefs of each.” They are all filled with holy 
love. This fixes their hearts on God, draws them to each 
other, and unites them together in an indifloluble bond. Who 
can look up to heaven and behold this perfec and glorious fo- 
ciety, and not defire to die the death of the righteous? Who 
can look forward to it and not defire to go at the precife time 
which infinite wifdom hath appointed ? 

“T heard a voice from heaven, faith John, faying unto me, 
write, bleffed are the dead who die in the Lord ;’’—bleiled in 
being united forever with the glorious Redeemer, who died for 
their falvation, and with the fpirits of juft men made perfed, 
who feel a kind of felf-annihilation in the prefence of Jehovah, 
and at the fame time feel themfelves, in fome fenfe, omnipotent 
in God, having their wills entirely conformed to his molt holy 
will, rejoicing with joy unfpeakable and full of glory, in the 
plan of his holy government, which hath been unfolding from 
, the fir moment of created exiftence, which ever has, and ever 
will triumph over all the fubtlety and malice of men and dev- 
Hs, rendering them fubfervient to the defigns of infinite love. 


INFERENCES AND REFLECTIONS. 


I. Ifthere are but two claffes of men in the world, the one 
righteous, the other wicked ; ifthe one have a foretalte of heav- 
en while here upon earth, daily experiencing that wifdom’s 
ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and are admitted to an everlaft- 
ing heaven,-when they die ; and the other experience, even 
here, that the way of the wicked is hard, and when they die are 
bound over to everlafting wo in the regions of defpair ; then 
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the blindtefs and ftupidity of thoughtlefs, fecure finners mutt 
be amazing, even to themfelves, if ever they fhould be fo happy 
as to have their eyes opened to fee themfelves as they really 
are! If things are thus, we cannot reafonably give fleep to our 
eyes, nor flumber to our eyelids, till we are fatisfied to which of 
thefe claffes we belong. This is a point which may be fatisfac- 
torily afcertained, by comparing our temper and conduct with 
the oracles of revealed truth. It isan awfully alarming thought, 
that whether our characters be known to ourfelves or not, they 
are infallibly known, and have been known from all eternity to 
him, whofe eyes are as a flaming fire, and with whom a thou- 
fand years are as one day, and one day as a thoufand years. 
Both our character and our eternal ftate are as manifeft to infi- 
nite .knowledge, at this inftant, as they will be at the day of 
judgment. The proper improvement to be made of this folemn 
thought is, that we give diligence to make our calling and elec- 
tion fure. If it be faid, that if all our charaéters and ftates be 


at this moment certainly fixed and determined in the divine 


mind, it makes ita matter of utter indifference whether we do 
or do not give diligence to make our calling and election fure, 
1 anfwer, that it is admitted by all who admit the Bible as the 
ftandard of truth, that God is to be the final judge of men, and 
that at the day of judgment he will unalterably decide and fix 
the charaéters and ftates of all men, according to their then pref- 
ent temper and charatters ; and as all things from eternity to 
eternjty are at all times equally known to his all-comprehend- 
ing mind, the charaéter and ftate of every individual of the hu- 
man race, muft have been as certainly known and fixed, with 
refpect to his mind, from all eternity, as at the day of judgment, 
or any given period of time. To deny this is to deny God’s 
omnifcience, which is, in effect, to declare that God is an im- 
perfec being, which is practical atheifm. 

II. Ifit be fo defirable a thing to die the death of the right- 
eous, and to have our laft end like his ; then furely it ought to 
be our conftant care to live the life of the righteous, by faith and 
truft, and holy obedience ; for without holinefs no man fhall fee 
the Lord. To live the life of the righteous, is to live con- 
formed to God in both aétive and paffive obedience. It is to 
refign our wills entirely to God’s will, and be thankful and re- 
joice -evermore, that a being of infinite perfeftions condefcends 
to take the difpofal of us entirely into his own hands. But ftill 
we are not to depend upon God otherwife than in the diligent 
ufe of the means he has appointed. The bread from heaven 
will afford us no fpiritual nourifhment unlefs we receive and di- 
geft it ; nor have we reafon to expect the meat which endureth 
anlefs we labour for it. 
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Would we live the life, that we may die the death of the right- 
eous, as a means thereof, we fhould often endeavour to realize 
to ourfelves our departure out of this world and our entrance 
into the world of difembodied fpirits. Frequently realizing to 
our minds the folemnities of a fick bed and a dying hour, 
would happily tend to prepare us for thofe folemn fcenes. Fre- 
quently calling to mind the {cenes of this fort of which we have 
been {pectators, would alfo tend to produce the fame happy ef- 
fe&. Would you know the importance of living for eternity, 
“ afk death beds, they can tell.”” Dying men, eipecially. thote 


who are deeply experienced in the things of religion, ftanding” 


as it were on the confines of both worlds, and having a clear 
profpect of both at the fame time, have often fomething both in 
their countenance and expreflions, peculiarly folemn and im- 
preflive, and which ought never to be forgotten. The writer 
of thefe pages has lately witneffed a feene of this fort, in the 
laft ficknefs of an aged and venerable Chriftian, too remarkable 
to be fuffered to pais into oblivion, by remaining unrecorded. 
There was an earneftnefs and fervour in his countenance and 
expreflions, which cannot eafily be conceived, except by thofe 
who faw and heard. His folemn {fenle of eternal things, his 
deep and affectionate concern for the falvation of fouls, his fol- 
emn ceunfels, warnings and admonitions to his family, his min- 
ifter, his Chriltian brethren, his neighbours and friends, and all 
who vifited him, to attend to the one thing needful, and to endeav- 
our to awaken careleis finners who were going thoughtlefsly on 
to deftruction ;—his doubts, and fears, and deep humility at one 
time, and his glorious and triumphant hope at another, were 
fuch as ought never to be forgotten by thofe who witnefled the 
inftructive and interelting fcene ! He f{pake, indeed, as a dying 
man to dying men ! | 
In my firit vifit to him, I found him much in the dark, and 
lying low at the footltool of fovereign grace. Upon my afk- 
ing him how he did, he anfwered, “ / am a miferable old finner, 
full of darkne/s, doubts and fears.” He was not, however, whol- 
ly caft down, but was favoured with fome faint rays of light 
and hope. He feemed, even in his darkeit moments, to be 
more anxioufly concerned for the falvation of others than his 
own. To fee onein fo much darknefs and fear, who entertain- 
ed a hope that he had been experimentally acquainted with re- 
ligion, confiderably upwards of forty years, and who, apparent- 
ly, had lived a life remarkably exemplary, forcibly brought to 
my mind thofe words of the Apoftle Peter, “ If the righteous 
fcarcely be faved, where fhall the ungodly and the finner ap- 
pear ?” It fuch a venerable and long experienced Chriftian was 
fo full of doubts and fears, that he feemed fcarcely to be faved, 
what fhall be the end of thofe who are going blindly and 
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thoughtlefsly on in the broad way to deftruction, and are per- 
haps vainly flattering themfelves that all-men. fhall be finally 
faved ! 

But this venerable difciple did not leave the world in this’ 
ftate of mind. In my fecond and laft vifit to him, which was 
five days after the firft, 1 found him as. remarkably filled with 
light and joy, as he had before been with darknefs and fears. 
Upon my making the fame inquiry as before, he anfwered, 
“ No tongue can tell what the Lord has done for my foul fince I laft 
faw you,” or words to that effect. 

He now appeared, if poflible, more concerned for the falva- 
tion of others than before. One of his expreffions was, “* What 
a dreadful thing it will be, ta-be found at the day of judgment at the 
left hand of the Fudge, and hear his bleffed voice pronounce thofe awful 
words—Depart, ye curfed, into everlafling fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” 

On my repeating to him fome of the promifes of God’s 
word, and fome expreflions of a. dying Chriitian which I had 
lately read, he defired me to forbear, faying, * J bave as much 
as my feeble nature can bear.” The wonderful love of Chrift was 
his conitant theme. All his light and comfort and joy, he im- 
puted to free grace: In this frame hecontinued as long as his 
reafon lafted, warning and admonifhing every one, and declar- 
ing what God had done for his foul. He is gone, it is believ- 
ed, to the realms of everlafting light and blifs, where doubts 
and fears can never come. May we all be followers of him 
wherein he was a follower of Chrift. May his children: never 
forget the pious example and inftruttions, the folemn warnings 
and affectionate admonitions ; efpecially the laft warnings and 
admonitions of their dying father ; and may none, who heard, 
or may read them, be unaffected by the laf folemn admoni- 
tions of a dying faint. 

ll. If it be fo defirable a thing to have our laft end like 
that of the righteous; then let us frequently turn our thoughts 
and reflections to that glorious ftate to which death introduces. 
all thofe who die in the Lord. 

To thofe who have known the plague of their own hearts, 
who have had clear views of the evil and deformity of fin, and 
of the excellence and beauty of holinefs, it is the beft part of 

heaven, that it is a {tate of perfect freedom from fin and of per- 
fect conformity to God. Their own finful hearts are the 
greatelt troubles which faints endure on earth, and to be freed 
from them will be their greateft joy in heaven. Let it be our 
daily prayer,—“ Lead me not into temptation,—Cleanfe thou 
me from fecret faults,—Save me from my fins.” 

It is a circumftance which adds infinitely to the value of thofe 
good things which God hath prepared for them that love 7 
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ghat they are eternal. Eternity, thou pleafing dreadful thought ! 
A. grain of fand is a part of the earth ; a drop of water isa part 
of the ocean ; but the longelt conceivable portion of time is no 
part of eternity ; for eternity has no parts ; but is one everlatt- 
ing, unceafing NOW ! Othat we may all folemnly confider 
what we fhall be millions of ages hence ! 

In this world the righteous and the wicked, as well as the 
rich and the poor, meet together and form one promifcuous 
throng. Both forts mingle together in families, and occupy 
the fame feats in the houfe ef God. But the time is at hand, 
when, with refpect to every individual now pafling through 
time, an everlalting feparation will take place. The wicked 
fhall then go away into everlafting punifhment, but the right- 
eous into life eternal. 

Confider, reader, the vaft import of that awful word— 
ETERNITY.—-What is time compared with it ! Whatare ro, 
20, 30, or even 7o years? Probably, long before the laft of thefe 
terms is expired, thy fpirit will be flown into the world of fpir- 
its, and fixed in everlatting blifs or eternal wo! Thou know- 
eft not but this night thy foul will be required of thee. If thou 
believeft not, thou art condemned already. But if thou repent- 
eft and believeft with all thine heart, the fentence fhall be re- 
werfed. Confider whatethou haft read, and the Lord give thee 
underftanding in all things ! 


March 26, 1805. ADELPHOS. 


A TALEO EMT IE PE AE SI 
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For tHe Mass. M. MAGAZINE. 
Messrs. Evirors,; 


THE following Letter is at your fervice, written to a perfon 
who had apoftatized, after hopefully fetting out in the ways of 
religion. 





O Sy via, 
T HERE is nothing with which I have been more affected 
for fome months paft, than your conde&. As I had par- 
ticular opportunity to be acquainted with your cafe at the time 
your mind was under religious impreffions, I contracted a pe- 
culiar tendernefs for you. There was fomething in the dejed- 
ed, difconfolate gloom in which you lived for months together, 
which could not fail to move the compaflion of every perfon of 
the leaft degree of tendernefs. Never had I a fifter for whom 
I felt more fincerely concerned. In the quiet calm you after- 
wards enjoyed, there was fomething, which gave your friends pe- 
euliar fatisfaftion. Not only as it was a happy exchange a 
the 
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the difmal melancholy with which your mind was fo long eloud- 
ed, but more efpecially as we hoped it was the prelude of a 
ftate infinitely more happy. But alas! After all our fondeft 
hopes, and our hopes of you were high ; after all our raifed ex- 
pectations, that you would be a pillar in the temple of God, and 
have written on you the new name of the Lamb of God, whofe 
praife you would fing forever and ever ; after all thefe expecta- 
tions, is it come to this? Are you turned as a dog to his vomit? 
And the fow that was wafhed to her wallowing in the mire? 
The expreflions may feem indelicate, but they are taken from 
Scripture ; and does not your confcience witnefs to their proprie- 
ty? I would not fay any thing unkind: I could wifh not to 
fay any thing fevere. But your behaviour, you know better 
than I, has been fuch as to render it criminal to write fmooth 
things. In the fcene of guilt which you have paffed through 
what are become of the fond hopes of heaven you once enter- 
tained? Are they not carried away like leaves with a whirl- 
wind? Where then are you now? On every fide befet with 
{nares and funk into a pit, where there is reafon to-fear you will 
continue and perifh.. But when I would go on tendernefs for- 
bids ; left I fhould feem to infult your calamity. What fhall I 
fay? In what language can I addrefs you? I truft you have 
been faithfully dealt with, by the churth, of whieh you are a 
member. Therefore I do not undertake to write after the 
formalities of church difcipline ; but rather with the familiari- 
ty of a friend and the tendernefs of a brother to a fifter whofe 
happinefs is near his heart as his own. As a member of the 
fame church, and under the fame covenant bonds to be the 
Lord’s, I bear this relation. Your particular ftanding I fhall not 
regard. If only my letter can find you this fide of the grave, 
and ina {tate of probation, the end of fending it will be anfwer- 
ed. That is, I fhall feel fatisfied I have done my duty. 

I am unacquainted with the peculiar circumftances of fhame 
into which you are fallen. If 1 fuppofe the moft favourable, 
your feelings with refpec&t to your own reputation, (not as a 
Chriftian) but as a perfon who valued her charaéter, muft be 
deeply wounded. And happy are you above what is common, 
if none are found to infult your difgrace. This would indeed 
be a grievous evil, were-there none greater. But it becomes 
not a Chriftian to infult the diftrefs of the moft guilty perfon in 
the world. Chriftianity leads us to pity the guilty, as humani- 
ty does to pity the miferable. Depend that the bowels of your 
- Chriftian friends yearn toward you. Though the trouble and 
mortification into which you have plunged yourfelf, be very 
great, there is fomething elfe for which I am more concerned. 
It is what will become of your immortal part. It cannot to any 


friend, be an indifferent matter, what becomes of your body. 
But 
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But what is the body to the foul? what is this world to that 
which is to come ? 4 

O Sylvia, the temptations and fnares, with which you are now 
befet, are fo thick, that I dread the refolutions which you may 
form. Having loft your charaéter in this world, and forfeited 

our hopes of the world to come, there is danger that you may 
view yourfelf in defperate circumftances ; and therefore give 

ourfelf up to unreftrained wickedneis. But, I pray if you 
five not already taken this refolution, firft to confider well the 
end, to which fuch a conduct would bring you. If you have giv- 
en yourfelf up to work wickednefs, remember the confequences. 
View yourfelf as finking deeper and deeper into the mire of fin, 
going from one degree of vice to another, as long as you live. 
Look into the other world and view what your charaéter fhall 
be there when the fentence fhall be pafled, fhe that is filthy, let 
her be filthy ftill. But I turn from the fhocking profpect: I 
hope better things of you. Remember that nothing but repent- 
ance from the heart can reftore you to the favour of your offend- 
ed God ; the manifeftation of it, to the charity of your aggriev- 
ed brethren. Your repentance mult be deep as your guilt; 
your future conduct as humble as your paft has been criminal. 
I would, had I any ground for it, pleafe myfelf that this letter 
will find you fufficiently humble; happy fhould I be if 1 were 
fure that this was the cafe: But I know that the path of vice is 
a downward road. The tranfition from one degree to another 
is eafy, the return is always attended with difficulty, Alas! 
how few are there, who ever attempt it, {till lefs is the num- 
ber, who fucceed. You have certainly much to fear. 

The difhonour you have done to religion, you are fenfible is 
peculiarly great. Your hopeful appearance, and all thofe cir- 
cumftances which were thought to be favourable with refpec to 
your religion, all now ferve to darken the fhade which is caft 
upon the caufe of the Redeemer. But it isnot my defire to ag- 

ravate your guilt ; all I wilh is your repentance, for this I 
all not ceafe to pray. Remember if you are brought to ree 
pentance, that it is you, who mutt repent; it is you, who muft 
be broken hearted, and walk foftly, and be afhamed before God. 
Remember that the longer repentance is put off, fo much the 
greater is the danger, that you will be hardened through the 
deceitfulnefs of fin. Every day’s negleé& will add to its bitter. 
nefs. And if you never repent—but I am unable to paint the 
dreadfulnefs of your doom—knowing that God is a God of 
mercy, that the Redeemer is all-iufficient, that he died for the 
chief of finners, I commend you to him, who knows your cafe, 
in whofe hands you are, to do all for you that you need, while I 
earneftly entreat you to humble yourfelf before God, and to 
make your peace with your brethren. If you have much to be 
forgiven 
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forgiven, fhew the fincerity of your repentance by the abundance 
of your love. And then you will rejoice the hearts of all God’s 
children, efpecially of the writer of this, who would very glad- 
ly fubfcribe himfelf your affectionate brother. 
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QUESTIONS. 


ge 


To the Editors of the MassacnusetTTs M. MAGAZINE. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I obferve queftions have a place in your Magazine ; sf the fol- 
lowing are of fuffcient importance pleafe to infert them. 


PERSON withes to join my church. He gives us fuf- 

ficient evidence that he is a fubje@ of grace. I afked 
him if he had been baptized. He faid, his mother own ed her 
covenant, and had her children baptized when they were young. 
Can I confider him to be a baptized perfon ? 


A Baptift requefts that he may commune with my church 
next Lord’s-day. What fhall be my anfwer? If immerfion is 
not the mode of baptifm prefcribed in the word of God, thea he 
has not been baptized. 








THE CHRISTIAN HEROINE. 


ad 


To the Editors of the MassacnvsetrTts M. MaGAzine. 
Gentlemen, 
SHOULD the following account of Mr.— and Mifs — be 


thought to have any tendency to prevent the power of temptation to an 
unlawful commerce between the oppofite fexes, you are at diberty to in- 





_Jert it in yoar ufefal Mifcellany. Yours, E. B. 
—_x: €D oe 
R. was a young man of confiderable talents and 


addrefs. He had formed fome connexion with Mifs 
» apparently with honourable intentions. This happened 


at a time, when an unufual degree of attention to the concerns 
of 
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of the foul exifted among ts youth in the place where fhe re- 
fided. Among others, fhe hopefully became a fubje@ of the 
faving grace of God. Mr. - remained in a ftate of moral 
fecurity and ftupidity. Deftitute of religious principle and 
chafte affection, his ultimate object, it feems, was, the gratifica- 
tion of loofe and unhallowed defire ; but until the religious at- 
tention had confiderably fubfided, he was reftrained from re- 
vealing his bafe and difhonourable views.—His paflion at 
length gaining the afcendency of every other confideration, he 
explicitly difclofed them, ufing every argument which Satan and 
his own ungoverned paflions could fuggeft, to enfure fuccels. 
One argument, among many others, was this, that marriage 
did not confift in any outward formal ceremony, but in a mutu- 
al agreement of the contra¢ting parties, to be true and faithful 
go each other ; adding, if this be the cafe with us, as he pre- 
fumed it was, the /ega/ ceremony of marriage could be perform- 
ed at any future time when they fhould find it convenient. 
Bat Mifs was not to be enfnared with this, or with any of 
his other {fpecious arguments and infinuations. Shocked by his 
bafe and wicked purpofe, fhe improved the opportunity, faith- 
fully, and with great ferioufnefs and folemnity, to reprove and 
admonifh him to the following effect : 

“Sir, 1 had, till now entertained a belief, that your affeétion 
for me was of that kind which you might with honour and pro- 
priety have avowed, but I now find it to have been of that bafe & 
difhonourable nature, which ought not to be named. True love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour. He that truly loveth another 
hath fulfilled the law, and for this thou fhalt not commit adul- 
tery.— Remember, I intreat you, for your foul’s fake remember, 
that the law of Almighty God exprefsly prohibits, and under 
the penalty of his everlafting curfe, the foul deed which you 
would perpetrate, and thereby draw me into the fame condem- 
nation. Curfed is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law todo them. How then can you 
do this great wickedne/s and fin againft God! How can you 
find it in your heart—how can you dare thus to run, asit were, 
upon the thick boffes of his buckler and expofe yourfelf to his 
everlafting vengeance! Alas, Sir, have not you, and have not 
I finned againft God ways and times without number! have 
we not already provoked him to anger thoufands and thoufands 
of times! and fhall we add this provocation, this moft heinous 
provocation to the awful fcore: Remember, | entreat you, 
that it coft our bleffed Saviour-his precious life to open a door 
of mercy for us, and will you by fo flagrant an act of wicked- 
nefs crucify him afrefh, and rejeét the great falvation which he 
has provided! O dreadful, fhocking confideration ! 
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“‘ As for your arguments, they are of no weight in the fight 
of a pure and holy God. However fpecious they may appear 
to the thoughtleis and inconfiderate, they can never be dictated 
but by a heart eltranged from every fentiment of honour and re- 
ligion, and full of falfehood and deceit ; nor can they ever have 
influence with any, but the unprincipled and the licentious,— 
The God of heaven forbids me, Chrift, my Saviour, forbids 
me, and love to your precious foul forbids me to hearken 
to your infamous folicitations. I can think of it with 
no other emotions than thofe of abhorrence. You are 
fenfible that by profeffion I am a follower of him, who re- 
quires me to deny myfelf and take up the crofs ; who requires 
me to watch and pray, that I might not enter into temptation. 
I hope that my profeffion is fomething more than an empty 
name. The religion of Jefus, Sir, is a folemn reality, and I 
truft I feel its influence on my heart. How then can I grieve 
him whom my foul loveth, wound my own foul, and give oc- 
cafion to the enemy to {peak reproachfully, by a finful indul- 
gence and momentary gratification! I abhor the thought! 
Ah! infatuated mortal! Did you but know the happinefs 
arifing from communion with God and fellowthip with Jefus 
Chrilt ; did you but know the joy realized from the fanétifying 
influence of the Holy Spirit upon the heart, you would be far 
otherwife employed than in attempting my feduétion. O, Sir ! 
repent of this your wickednefs, and pray God that the thought 
of your heart may be forgiven you; for I greatly fear that you 
are in the gall of bitterneis and in the bond of iniquity. Dread- 
ful condition! Every moment expofed to everlafting mifery ! 
Nothing but the unmerited mercy of God keeps your foul from 
everlalting burnings. No longer abufe, I entreat you, this 
wonderful mercy, left the divine wrath come fuddenly upon 
you, when there fhall be none to deliver.” 

This folemn, faithful, and unexpected addrefs to Mr. , 
Was not in vain. “Under the guidance, and by the blefling of 
God, like a well directed arrow, it pierced to his heart, and 
caufed trembling to take hold on his fiefh. From fenfual gra- 
tification he no longer looked for happinefs. Objects of time 
and fenfe could afford him no relief. ‘The folemm icenes of 
death, judgment, and eternity were fo placed before his alarm- 
ed mind, as to caufe him to cry out in an agony of ‘diftreds, 
what flfall I do to be faved? Nor could he find any reft to his 
foul, until he obtained, as it is hoped, that peace which pafleth 
underiftanding, and which the world can neither give nor take 
away. 

Not long after this happy event, he renewed his addrefles to 
Mifs » but from far different motives and with far differ- 
ent views from thofe by which he had formerly been influenc- 
ed. 
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ed. For the infult he had offered her he made fuitable con- 
ceffion, defiring her forgivenefs and her prayers for him, that 
God would alio forgive him; at the fame time exprefling his 
thankfulnefs for her feafonable and folemn admonition and re- 
proof, and confefling, that while it was adminiftered he felt like 
the criminal at the bar, convicted and covered with confufion. 
His penitent and humble condition touched her foul; tears 
ftreamed from each other’s eyes; anda flame of pure and 
holy love enkindled in their breatts. Happy, joyful interview ! 
It ferved as a preparatory ftep to the molt endearing and {ol- 
emn union. ‘They now live together, apparently, as heirs of 
the grace of life, and helpers of each other’s joy. Bletted 
union! May the candle of the Lord long fhine upon their 
dwelling, and finally may they come to the Zion above with 
fongs and everlafting joy upon their heads. 


REFLECTIONS. 


How much fin and forrow might be prevented, were the fe- 
male fex, when under fimilar temptation, to imitate the exam- 
pleof this Chriftian heroine ! How would it check the indecent 
and licentious advances of the oppofite fex ; promote chattity 
and decorum of conduét, and fave precious fouls from ever- 
lafting deftruction ! 

May all, who like Mr. — have attempted to allure their 
youthful companions into the great wickednefs above attend- 
ed to, ferioufly reflect on the folemn admonition of Mifs — 
and may it fuitably affeét their minds and influence their future 
conduct. Let all remember, that marriage is honourable and 
the bed undefiled, but that whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge. 





ae 


THE CRIMINALITY AND DANGER OF IMPENTI. 
TENCY. 





HE criminality of impenitence will appear from the con- 
fideration that it is perfevering oppofition to the divine 
charaéter and government. All the impenitent poffefs and 
cherifh the carnal mind which St. Paul fays, is enmity againft 
God ; il is not fubje® to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 








And th eding criminality of perfevering enmity againft 
the infinitely glorious God, whom we are under the highelt ob- 
ligations to love and obey, is unqueltionable. The man who 
obitinately perfeveres in oppofition to a worthy, kind neigh- 
bour, is generally confidered as inexcufably guilty; and fo is 
the child who continues in difobedience to the reafonable re- 
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quirements of a wife, good parent 5 but how much’ greater is 
the guilt of thofe who perfevere in oppofition to God and his 
law ! The impenitent alfo, under the light of the gofpel, prac- 
tically defpife the divine love and mercy in the wonderful plan 
of falvation by Jefus Chrift. 

They reject pardon and falvation on the terms which they 
are offered in the gofpel. They are not willing to forfake their 
fins and become the humble, obedient difciples of Chrift. 
Hence in practice, they defpife the love of both the Father and 
the Son in the great work of redemption. In a moft vile man- 
ner they trifle with all’ which Chrift has done and /ufered for the 
falvation of finners. They, as it were, daily crucify him afre/fh, 
and put him to open Jbame.. They likewife abufe and pervert the 
various means which God is ufing with them to recover and: 
fave them from ruin. From his aftonifhing patience-and long- 
fuffering towards them, they take occafion to harden themfelves 
in fin. Fience Solomon obferves, Becaufe fentence againft an evil 
work is not executed fpeedily, therefore the heart of the fons of 
men is fully fet in them to do evil. The impenitent, in a fenfe, 
may be faid renewedly to commit the fins-of their whole life 
every day andhour. For in their prefent temper and condué, 
they difapprove the divine character and government, and jaf 
tify their character and all their paft fins. Not only fo, but 
“¢they are acceflary to, and patronize all the rebellion of men 
and devils.” Hence how infinitely criminal is impenitence ! 
In a fpecial manner under the light and privileges of the gof- 

el f Nor is it lefs dangerous than it is crimina af For crimi- 
nality and danger are always infeparably connected under any 
wife, juft, and energetic government. But to view this dan- 

yer more particularly the following things may be obferved. 

I. God has threatened all perfevering impenitents with the 
moft dreadful punifhment. - He has plainly and repeatedly de- 
clared that he will deftroy them—that they fhall fuffer endlefs 
mifery. The Bible, impartially viewed, places this:remark up- 
on indifputable ground. Let the facred pages {peak in their 
native fimplicity, and no queftion remains concerning the eter- 
nal punifhment of the finally impenitent.. Hence, notwith- 
ftanding all the fubtle reafonings of men, the wicked: will one 
day find, to their unfpeakable confufion, that all. the divine 
perfections can harmonize in their everiahting deftruction. 


“ The fear of the wicked, it hall come upon him.” on JSeall 






lide in due time ; for the day of their calamity is at , and the 
things that fhall come upon them make hafte.” Then, “ He that made 


them will not have mercy on — and he that formed them will foow 
them no favour.” 
Il. The mortality of the i impenitent renders their danger ex- 


eeedingly great and alarming. By fin, death has entered into ? 
wor 
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eworld, and holds unbounded dominion over the human family. 
** It is appointed unto men once to die.”” ‘The irrefiftible demands 
of death are confined to no age nor character. There is no di/- 
charge in that war. Sinners are continually expofed to death. 
They know not how foon their mortal life may clofe, and bring 
them to realize thofe tremendous evils with which they are 
threatened in the word of God. In their moft gay and 
thoughtlefs hours—in their high-toned mirth—in fcenes of the 
greateft guilt, they ftand on flippery places, and may unexpett- 
edly fall into that abyfs of wo from which there is no redemp- 
tion. Hence we are thus cautioned ; “ Boaff mot thyfelf of to- 
morrow, for thou knoweff not what a day may bring forth.” 
“‘ Therefore, be ye alfo ready ; for in fuch an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh.” Death and deftru&ion often come on the 
impenitent unexpectedly. “ When they /hall fay peace and fufety,” 
fays the apoftle, * then fudden deftru@ion cometh upon them, and they 
Seall not efeape.”? Thus it was with the old world, with Sodom 
and Gomorrah, with Pharaoh and his hoft, with the Philiftines 
when {porting with their enemy, with the Babylonians when 
profaning the veflels of the fanctuary, and with the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem. Then how infinitely hazardous the ftate of all 
ampenitent finners! In the fublime language of the poet, 


On what a slippery steep, 
_ The thoughtless wretches gro? 
And QO! that dreadful fiery deep, 
That waits their fall below.” 


Il]. The impenitent are in-great danger alfo from this fource: 
they are daily hardening their rebellious hearts, grieving the 
Holy Spirit, and provoking God to leave them to incorrigible 
wickednefs and confequent ruin. God hath faid, “ My Spirit /hall 
not always firive with man.” Perhaps it is lefs rare than it is gen- 
erally thought to be, that finners are given up to a hard heart, 
and a blind, reprobate mind. Jefus wept ever Jerufalem and 
faid, “ If thou had known, even thou, at leaft in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine 
eyes.” The apoltle fays of the Gentiles, “* Becaufe that when they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolifh heart was darken- 

ed 3 God gave them up to vile affedions, to a reprobate mind, Sec. 
Our apoltle, {peaking of fome in the latter days, who hate and 
reje@ the truth, fays, “ For this caufe, God fhall fend them flrong 
delufion, that they foould beliewe a lies that they all might be damned.” 
Whenever God leaves finners to themfelves their deltruction is 
fare. For godly forrow, which worketh repentance unto falvation, 
is the effe® of renewing grace. Hence, thofe who have long re- 
jeGed the calls of mercy and abufed the means which God has 
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ufed with them, have reafon to fear, left he fhould foon give 
them up to their own chofen way, and they perifh forever.— 
This fubje& fuggetts feveral interefting reflections. 

1. The divine benevolence and mercy moft ftrikingly appear. 
Though the guilt of impenitent finners is fo exceedingly great ; 
yet God is lJong-/uffering towards them, waiting to be gracious. 
From year to year he upholds them in life, indulges them with 
the means of falvation and grants them innumerable bleffings. 
The language of his condu&t is, “ How /hall I give them up ? 
how fhall I make them as Admah ? how fhali I fet them as Zeboim ? 
mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.” 
What aftonifhing mercy / 

2. If impenitence is fo exceedingly criminal and dangerous ; 
then it feems eafy to fee the inconfiltency of directing finners to 
any thing fhort of holy repentance. For is not this implicitly 
to countenance them in fin and to trifle with their precious 
~ fouls? Who knows when the finner’s probationary ftate will 
clofe and his foul be loft forever, if he remain umpenitent ? 
‘Then where is the fafety or propriety of exhorting him to im- 
penitent doings ? If dependence on renewing grace be urged in 
excufe ; it feems pertinent to inquire whether the fcriptures, 
which now “ command all men, every where, to repent,”? admit this 
excufe. 

Does it appear that Peter regarded it, when he exhorted Si- 
mon the forcerer to repent of his wickednefs and pray for for- 
givenefs ? Is it not worthy of particular notice, that, as foon 
as he perceived himto be in the gall of bitterne/s and in the bond o 
iniquity, he immediately directed him to repent? He did not di- 
rect him to an impenitent prayer, nor give him any liberty to con- 
tinue a moment impenitent. 

3. In the light of this fubject, the neceffity and importance of 
immediate repentance areconfpicuous. That the guilty ought 
to avoid rendering themfelves more criminal is too evident to 
be denied ; and if there be any way to éfcape the evil to which 
they are expofed continually, it is equally plain that they ought 
to embrace it without delay. Hence, let finners lofe no time 
in criminal and dangerous delays with regard to the great ¢on- 
cerns of their fouls; but repent and turn themfelves from all their 


tranfgreffions, fo that iniquity may not prove their ruin. 
CLEMENT, 
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To the Editors of the MASSACHUSETTS MIss1IONARY MAGAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE following are extra&s from a letter of a worthy and piout 
gentleman, fince deceafed, written in the year 1794, to his brother, who 
was engaged in the Gofpel miniftry, then about two hundred miles dif- 
tant, labouring under confumptive complaints, which, foon after, termi- 
nated in his diffolution. As they exhibit a vein of piety, and an high 
degree of fraternal affedion, it is conceived, if you think them worthy 
of a place in your ufeful magazine, they may contribute to the inflrudion 
and improvement of your young readers. L. 


AvcusT 17, 1794. 
My Dear Brother, 


I cannot yet give up the hope, the expectation, that you will 
recover your health—that your ufefulnefs will not yet 
end—that God has work for you to perform in this world.— 
But perhaps I am vainly flattering myfelf ; God knows what is 
beft, and how we can belt ferve him; and we ought to acqui- 
efce in his difpofal of all events.—1I hope, my efteemed brother, 
that you have ftill that comfortable hope of future felicity, which 
you have, in fome meafure, and, as I hope, on good grounds, 
been bleffed with, which is as an anchor to the foul in all trials, 
and is fufficient to remove from death its terrors, and to clothe 
him with a friendly afpeét, as liberating us from a world of mif- 
ery, and introducing us into a world of uninterrupted happi- 
nefs and peace: The hope, my ever-loved brother, that death 
will be thus bleffed to you, has been an inexpreflible confolation 
to your parents, brothers and fifters, under the profpe& of your, 
feemingly faft,approaching diffolution. Another fource of con- 
folation, my dear brother, is the harmony and fraternal affee- 
tion which have always fubfifted among us all. Had there ever 
exifted between you and us, any of thofe bickerings, enmities 
and ftrifes, which we have witnefled among members of fome 
families, it would afford us moft uncomfortable reflections at 
fuch a folemn timé.—Bleffed be God, this is not the cafe ;—We 
have lived in harmony and peace, loving and beloved of each 
other ; willing to affift each other in every difficulty, and not 
fo attached to the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, but that we have 
been ready to fhare what we have poflefled with each other.— 
Speaking on this head, though I would not arrogate to myfelf 
any merit, as I did nothing but what fraternal affection required, 
it affords me fincere fatisfaction, that I was enabled by Provi- 
dence to be of fome fervice to you in fitting yourfelf to ferve 

God 
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God in his Chtirch: and I fhall never regret what I thus did.— 
I don’t know but I have before obferved it to you, but I can 
truly fay, you have been more dear to me, fince I had in fome 
meafure the care of you; you feeming to me not only asa 
brother, but as a child. 

As God only knows, my beloved brother, whether I fhall ever 
fee you again, I have one requeft to make to you; It is this— 
that you would order fome perfon to collect the letters that I 
have written to you, thofe your other relations have written, 
your fermons, and the journal which I partly read, when I was 
avith you, and having well fecured them, to fend them to *** di- 
rected to me; as they will afford me and your other friends a 
melancholy fatisfaction, when you are gone. On writing this 
laft word, my heart almoft «breaks at the thought of a fepara- 
ticn.—Oh, my brother! fhall we never more meet here ?>—Very 
affiéting isthe thought that we fhall not.—But fhall we not 


_ meet hereafter? Could I firmly, and on good grounds believe 


this, it would be my comfort.—And, my dear brother, I do 
hope for it; I do not defpair of it—and, oh, may I make it, as 
I hope I have, in a faint meafure, hitherto done, my earneft en- 
deavour and prayer to God, that I may be prepared for his hea- 
venly glory.—I know that I live where the great concerns of 
religion are, in general, treated as trifling, if we may judge 
from appearances: yet not a day of my life paffes, whatever be 
my employment, but that the confideracion of a future world, 

and the vanity of this, is the fubject of ferious thought—and I 
feel more fenfibly the unfatisfactorinefs of the world and lefs 
attached to it. Yet, my dear brother, I have ftrong ties to the 
world ; the wife of my bofom and a dear babe, for whofe fu- 
ture, much more than for their prefent, felicity, I am anxioufly 
concerned, bind me to life, hoping I may bea mean of {piritual 
good to them. Thefe ties, my brother, you have not ; and fhould 
you now be called, your parting, for this reafon, will! not be fo 
fevere ; and you fhould blefs God for this, as well as for every 
circumftance that fmooths the paflage from time to eternity. 

I commend you to God, my deareft brother—and folicit an 
mtereft in your prayers, as long as you live, and be affured I 
never forget you in mine. 

If we are not to meet again in this world: may we meet 
hereafter, in that blifsful ftate which God has prepared for thofé* 
who love him. Adieu; my deareft brother. 


a S'S 


ORDINATION. 
Satem, April 24, 1805. 
THE Rev. ‘Brown Eienison was ordained Colleague Paf- 
<0r penn the Rev. Mr. Horxsys over the third Church and Con- 
gregation 
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¢gation in this town. After a thorough examination of the 
Candidate by the Council, the refult of which afforded complete 
fatisfaction, the ufual folemnities took place at the New South 
Meeting Houfe in the following order, viz.—The Introdactory 
Prayer was made by,the Rev. Mr. Sprinc, of Newburyport ; 
a Sermon, appropriate, ingenious and folemn, was delivered by 
the Rev. Mr. Pace, of Hancock, N. H. from 2 Cor. vi. 1.— 
We then, as workers together with him, befeech you alfo that ‘ye re- 
ceive not the grace cf God in vain.—The Rev. Dr. Emmons, of 
Franklin, made the Confecrating Prayer ; the Rev. Mr. Hor- 
kins gave the Charge; the Rev. Mr. Worcester of this town 
the Right Hand of Fellowfhip; and the Rev. Mr. Austin, of 
Worcefter, made the concluding Prayer. An appropriate an- 
them, and other pieces of mufie, were performed with tafte and 
judgment. A very large and refpectable audience attended, 
and the greateft attention and good order prevailed. Liberal 
public and private entertainments were given to the Rev. Cler- 
gy and other ftrangers attending. 


—— + ae --- 


ANECDOTE. 


THE phyfician of the Duke of Orleans, being fent for to 
attend Voltaire in his illnefs at Paris, the deiftical philofopher 
faid to him, Sir, I defire you will fave my life, I will give you 
half of my fortune if you will lengthen out my days only fix 
months. If not, I fhall go to the devil. 
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POETRY. 


LINES 


Gompofed by a poor woman who could neither read nor write, amb 


had fuffered much afflidion. 


beer me no more of earthly toys, 
Of finful mirth, and carnal joys, 
The things I lov’d before ; 
Let me but view my Saviour’s face, 
And feel his animating grace, 
And I defire ne more, 
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Tell me no more of praife and wealth, 

Tell me no more of eafe and health, 
For thefe have all their {nares ; 

Let me but know my fins forgiv’n, 

But fee my name enroll’d in heaven, 
And I am free from cares. 


















Tell me no more of lofty tow’rs, 
Delightful gardéns, fragrant bow’rs, 
For thefe are trifling things ; 
The little room for me defign’d, 
Will fuit as well my eafy mind, 
As palaces of kings. 


Tell me no more of crowding guelts, 

Of fumptuous feafts, and gaudy drels, 
Extravagance and watte ; 

My little table only fpread 

With wholefome herbs, and wholeiome bread, 
Will better fuit my tafe. 


Give me a Bible in my hand, 
A heart to read and underftand 
This fure unerring word ; 

I’d urge no company to ftay, 

But fit alone from day to day, 
And converfe with the Lord. 

Evan. Mag. 
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A. SERMON. 








pepettienmmnme | 


< 


2d. CHRONICLES, XV. 7. 


BE YE STRONG THEREFORE, AND LET NOT YOUR 
HANDS BE WEAK < FOR YOUR WORX 
SHALL BE REWARDED, 


"THERE ‘was fuch a peculiar and intimate con- 
nection between the civil and religious inftitu- 
tions in the Hebrew republic, that the caufe of 
religion was _neceflarily and deeply affected, by 
both the good and bad adminiftration of govern- 
ment. Hence it became a proverb in Ifrael, 
« When the righteous are in authority, the peo- 
ple rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule, 
the people mourn.” Religion never failed to 
flourifh under the fmiles and patronage of wife 
and pious princes ; nor, on the other hand, did 
it ever fail to languifh and decay under the 
frowns and oppofition of unwife‘and wicked rui- 
ers. This in fome meafure appeared, while the 
whole houfe of Ifrael were happily united in one 
civil agywell as religious community ; but it {till 
more Clearly appeared, after the revolt and apof- 
tacy of the ten tribes. In the days of Jofhua, 
Vrael was holine/s unto the Lord, and the firft fruits of 
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his increafe ; but after his deceafe, and while there 
was no king in Ifrael, the caufe of religion vifi- 
bly decayed, and never revived until the days of 
David and Solomon. © While they were in the 
adminiftration of government, they made noble § 
+ and fuccefsful exertions to promote the publicfo/ 
' worthip of Gon, and diffufe a fpirit of vital piety fhe 
among all claffles of people : But after Reho-fprc 
boam the fon of Solomon and Jereboam the fon Az 
of Nabat dividedsthe nation, religion received fo 
a moft fatal blow. In the kingdom of Ifrael it BAf 
was greatly corrupted ; and in the kingdom offi 
Judah it was generally negleéted.. Rehoboam fh 
and Abijah were both unfriendly tothe caufe of hu 
Gop, and did much to obftruét and retard its fo! 
progrefs. Accordingly, when Afa afcended the Ryo 
throne of Judah, he found religion in a low and jn 
Janguifhing ftate. Iniguity had long abounded, and& 
the love of many had waxen cold. But this deep 
bl declenfion, inftead of weakening, awakened his 
2 holy zeal; to revive the finking caufe, which# 
| F ‘ lay fo near his pious heart. His firft fincere and 
ee vigorous efforts in favor of religion, were high- 
4 ia ly pleafing to the Gop of Ifrael, who fent a Pro- 
a phet on purpole to ftrengthen his refolution and 
a | perfeverance in accomplifhing the good defign, 
| which he had fo nobly conceived, and fo fuccefs- 
fully purfued. This is the agreeable atcount, 
which the facred hiftorian gives of fome of the 
firft acts of his pious and profperous reign. ‘“ So 


Abijah flept with his fathers, and Afa his fon 
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eigned in his ftead. And he did that which was 








or he took away the altafs of the ftrange gods, 
ynd'the high places, and broke down the images, 
snd cut down the groves: And commanded Judah 
ofeeck the Lorp Gop of their fathers, and to do 
he law and commandments,” After he had 
proceeded fo fany** The Spirit of Gop came upon 
Azariah the fon of Oded. And he went dowm 
fo meet Afa, and faid unto him, Hear ye me, 
Afa, and all Judah and Benjamin ; the Lorp is 
ith you, while ye be with him ; and ifye feek 

















1m #im, he will be found of you : but if ye forfake 
offMim, he will forfake you. Be ye ftrong there- 


itsMore, and let not your hands be weak : For 
he your work fhall be rewarded.” This feafonable 
nd(gneflage from the Gop of Ifrael, gave new life 
md@pnd vigor to Afa and all his pious fubjects. For 
it is addedy ** And when Afa heard thefe 
ords, and the prophefy of Oded the prophet. 
he took courage. And he gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the ftrangers with them out 
of Ephraim and Menaffah, and out of Simeon : 
‘or they fell to him out of Ifrael in abundance, when 
hey faw that the Lorn his Gop was with him.” 
n, Bin this connection, the words of our text natural- 
fs. Ply fuggeft this animating truth to our prefent 
it, |confideration ; 









30 THarT the friends of Gop have good ground. 
mn for unfhaken refolution in promoting theycaufe 
of religion. | 


jgbt and good in the eyes of the Lory his)Gop.,. 
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To fet this fubject in a proper light, I fhall en- 
deavor to fhow, 


I. Tuat refolution is neceflary in promoting 
the caufe of religion. ™ 


Tl. TuHat the friends of Gop have good 


ground tobe bold and zealous in promoting. 


fach a noble and important defign. 


¥. Ler us confider the neceflity of refolution 
in promoting the caufe of religion. 


RESOLUTION is the eflence of that mental 
ftrength, which gives energy to all the powers 
and faculties of body and mind, It is compof- 
ed of love, zeal and confidence, which are the 
moft operative affections of the human heart. 
When a man has conceived a defign, which 
engages his fupreme affection, which engrofles 
his whole attention, and which he firmly_ be- 
lieves he is capable of executing, he then feels a 
{trong refolution to call forth all his latent pow- 
ers into vigorous exercife, to accomplifh the ob- 
ject of his. wifhes. Such refolution has always 
had a principal influence in effecting all the great 
things, which have ever been effected by the 
men of the world. Equal refolution, though 
of 2 different kind, is no lefs neceflary in pro- 
moting the caufe of religion, than in promot- 
ing any other» great and difficult undertak- 
ing. Men,.of*piety may have time, and op- 
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portunity, and learning, and wealth, and power, 
and influence, to promote the caufe of truth, 
and yet never exert themfelves in this great and 
cood defign, unlefs they pofiefs a firm amd un- 
haken refolution. But all good men, who have 
this noble quality, are properly prepared to 
efpoute the caufe of Gop, amidit a frowning 
world. Hence the infpired writers unitedly in- 
culcate refolution as the principal thing neceffa- 
ry, in order to fucceed in. promoting the inter- 
efts of religion. “ Be ye firong therefore, and 
let not your hands be weak,” fays the prophet 
to Afa and the mem of Judah, who Were engag- 
ed in this pious and important work. When 
fehothaphat vifited his kingdom, and difcovered 
the prevalence of vice and irreligion, he exhort- 
ed the proper reformers, to be do/d and zea/ous in 
the difcharge of their diflicult ‘duty. ‘“ Be- 
hold,” fays he, “* Amaziah the chief prieft is over 
you im all matters of the Lorn; alfo the Le- 
vites fhall be officers before you.” But not- 
withitanding all this aid and pzotection, he adds, 
“ Deal courageoufly, and the LoRp fhall be with the 
cood.”” When Shecaniah, a bold and zealous 
friend of Gon, urged Ezra the prieft to efpoufe 
the finking caufe of virtue and piety, for which 
he had been fervently praying, he plainly inti- 


, mated, that refolution was indifpenfably necef- 


fary to effect a religious reformation. * Arife, 
for this matter belongeth unto thee; we alfo 
willbe with thee : Be of good courage and da it.” 
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Izywe now turn our attention to thofe, whom 
Gop has employed as eminent inftruments of 
building up his kingdom, we fhall find, that a 
bold and perfevering fpirit was the moft prom. 
inent trait in their chara¢ter. Though Mofes 
was aman of mecknefs, yet he was no lefs a 
man of firmnefs and refolution. He feared not 
the wrath of the king, nor the frowns of his 
court, nor the murmurs of the falfe and faint- 


hearted Ifraelites ; but boldly purfued the caufe J 


of Gop, in defiance to the united oppofition of 
all the enemies of the church: Elijah difplayed 
peculiar conrage and zeal in appearing on the 
Lorn’s fide, and efpoufing his caufe, at a 
time of general, and as he thought, of univerfal 
declenfion. He not only oppofed and confound- 
ed all the prophets of Baal ; but even dared to 
deliver the meflage of Gop to Ahab, whom he 
knew had been feeking his life. It was a firm 
and unfhaken refolution, which enabled Nehe- 
miah to carry on and accomplifh the work of 
Gop at Jerufalem, in oppofition to all the in- 
trigues and threats of Sanballat and Tobiah, 
and their numerous confederates. For, be- 
sing admonifhed to confult his perfonal fafety, 
he nobly replied, ** Should fuch a man as I flee ?”’ 
What invincible firmnefs did Daniel, Shadrack, 
Mefhack, and Abednego difcover, when they 
maintained “the worfhip and glory of the only 
true Gop, before the mouth of the lions’ den, 


and the flames of the burning fiery furnace ? A | 
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A bold and undaunted fpirit was the moft ftrik- 
ing lineament in the chara¢ter of John the) Bap- 
tift, who was fent as a pioneer, to prepare the way 
of the Lorp. The meek and lowly Jefus him- 
felf was the lion of the tribe of Judah. He 
fpake with a courage and boldnefs, with which 
never man fpake. His undaunted refolution, 
in purging the temple, furprifed even his difci- 
ples, until they recollected it was written, “* The 
zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up.” The 
holy apoftles imbibed the bold and zealous fpirit 
of their Divine Mafter, which remdered them 
fuperior to all oppofition, in {fpreading the gof- 
pel among both Jews and Gentiles. This the 
enemies of truth moft fenfibly felt, and moft ex- 
plicitly acknowledged. Forwe are told, ‘* When 
they faw the doldne/s of Peter and John,—they 
took knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Fefuss And when thefe two apoitles were 
arrefted in their work, they bid defiance to 
the threats of their malignant oppofers, and 
made this folemn appeal to their confciences : 
“ Whether it be right in the fight of Gop to 
hearken unto you more than unto Gop, judge 
ye. For we cannot but {peak the things which 
we have feen and heard.” Paul, that chofen 
veflel to bear the meflages of grace to thofe {fit- 
ting in the region of the fhadow of death, was a 
man of aftonifhing refolution and zeal. He 
dared the dangers of the fea, and the perils of 
the wildernefs. He attacked the falfe religion 
B 
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and vain philofophy of pagan priefts and moral. 
ifts. He regarded not the terror of tyrants, nor 
the rage and violence of perfecutors ; but bold. 
ly declared the whole counfel of Gop. And 
though his friends frequently advifed him to 
avoid the dangers and evils, to which he expof- 
ed himfelf in the caufe of Curist ; yet his per- 
fevering zeal and refolution would not fuffer 
him to defert, nor neglect the benevolent de. 
fisn, which he had determined, at all hazards, 
to purfue. Hear his bold and undaunted lan. 


guage. ‘* Behold, I go bound in fpirit unto Je-§. 


rufalem, not knowing the things that fhall befal 
me there : Save that the Holy Ghoft witnefleth in 
every city, that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
But none of thefe things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I might 
finifh my courfe with joy, and miniitry which | 
have received of the Lorn Jesus, to teftify the 
gofpel of the grace of Gop.”’ Luther was raif- 
ed up to purge away the errors and delufions of 
the Church of Rome, and to fpread the pure 
truths of the gofpel through many of the ftates 


sand kingdoms of Europe. This was a moft ar- 


duous and dangerous tafk ; accordingly to fit 
him for his work, Gop infpired him with a bold 
enterprifing, unconquerable fpirit. This ani- 
mated. and fupported him, amidft the greateft 
labors and contefts, that have ever perhaps fall- 


en to the lot of any individual, fince the days of 


the apoitles. As Calvin ftood next to Luther in 
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propagating truth in oppofition to error; fo 
next to that great reformer, he pofleffed the 
largeft fhare of genuine refolution and fortitude, 
But though Zuinglius was a man of more pene- 
tration and knowledge, and commanded a more 
elegant and perfuafive pen, than either Luther 
or Calvin ; yet, by his great timidity and irrefo- 
lution, he often injured the glorious caufe, which 
he fincerely wifhed to promote. Thus it appears 
from the experience of ages, as well as from the 
teftimony of {cripture, that a pious and perfever- 
ing refolution is indifpenfably neceflary, in or- 
der to propagate the gofpel, and build up the 
kingdom of Curist inthe world. I now pro- 
ceed to fhow, 


Il. THat the friends of Gop have good 
ground for fuch unfhaken refolution, in pro- 
moting fuch a great and good defign. The pre- 
cept in the text is connected with an animat- 
ing promife. ‘“ Be ye ftrong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak: For your work {hall 
be rewarded.” Here I fhall mention a few of 


the weighty motives to bold and vigorous exer- 


tions in the caufe of religion. 


1. Tue friends of Gop have often, been fuc- 
ceeded in their fincere attempts to promote his 
glory in the converfion of finners. He has been 
pleafed to allow them the privilege of being 
workers together with him, in ftrengthening and 
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enlarging his fpiritual kingdom. This privilege 
they have fometimes zealoufly improved, when 
they faw religion was declining, and multitudes 
of finners were perifhing in their fins. At fuch a 
time, Afa fet himfelf to revive the finking caufe 
of Gop. He firft prepared the way, by removing 
the obitacles which itood oppofed to his pious 
defign ; and then ufed the proper means to 
awaken the attention of his fubjects to the things 
which belonged to their everlafting peace. In 
this arduous work he perfifted for years, and 
happily fucceeded in attaining the object of his 
defires, his prayers, and exertions. His fon Je- 
hofhaphat followed his good example, and car- 
ried on the work, which his father had fucceis- 
fully begun. After feveral wicked princes had 
reigned over Judah, Jehoiada the prieft, in the 
minority. of Joafh, firengthened the things that 
remained and were ready to die, and, by his 
vigorous exertions, brought about a great refor- 
mation in religion. You remember, that Heze- 
kiah, Jofiah, Ezra, and Nehemiah, were firm 
and faithful friends of Gop ; and every attempt 
they made to promote his caufe was crowned 
with fignal fuccefs. I might mention the apot- 
tles, Luther and Calvin, David Brainard and ma- 
ny other miffionaries, who have done much to 


fpread the favor of CHrist’s name among both 


their own countrymen and heathens. So many 
inftances of fuccefs in fo many ages and parts of 
the world, in promoting the caufe of'religion, 
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clearly demonftrate that the work, though at- 
tended with great and innumerable difficulties, 
is really practicable. And this practicability af- 
fords a folid ground of encouragement, in un- 
dertaking and purfuing the benevolent defign. 
There is fomething extremely animating in the 
profpect of fuccefs. It always infpires the mind 
with irrefiftable zeal and fortitude in feeking a 
defirable object. ‘This alluring motive, Gop, in 
his providence, holds up to the view of his 
friends, who are fincerely engaged to promote 
his caufe. 


2. THe promotion of religion is fuch a noble 
and laudable defign, that itis even glorious to 
fail in the attempt. In all great and difficult 
undertakings, there is always more or lefs dan- 
ger of being eventually difappointed. It is not 
in man to command fuccefs, even in his moft 
lawful and benevolent purfuits. The men of the 
world are often fruftrated in accomplifhing their 
wifeft and beft concerted defigns. And the 
friends of Gop have not unfrequently been dif- 
appointed in their pious efforts to fpread the 
knowledge of truth and promote the interefts of 
religion. Many focieties formed for this benev- 
olent purpofe, have failed of anfwering their 
own and the public expectation. But in all cafes, 
in which the failure has not been owing, either 
to the negligence, or the unfaithfulnefs, or the 


defpondency of thofe employed, in concerting 
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and éxecuting the defign, their attempts have 
always met with general approbation and ap- 
plaufe. Melvill Horne appears amiable and re- 
fpectable, notwithftanding his want of fuccefs in 
his miflion, and notwithftanding his own ac- 
knowledged timidity andirrefolution. Some of 
the more ancient promoters of religion, by their 
bold, though unfuccefsful attempts, endeared 
their names to future ages. At a time of great 
degeneracy in Judah, “ The fpirit of Gop came 
upon Zechariah the fon of Jehoiada the prieft, 
who ftood above the people, and faid unto them, 
Thus faith Gop, why tranfgrefs ye the com- 
mandments of the Lorp, that ye cannot prof- 
per: Becaufe ye have forfaken the Lorp, he 
hath alfo forfaken you. And they confpired 
againft him, and itoned him with ftones at 
the commandment of the king, in the court 
of the houfe of the Lorp.” This bold and 
fincere attempt to promote the reformation 
| | and falvation of finners, though it failed of 
iB defired fuccefs, finally reflected peculiar honor 
' upon the name of Zechariah. For, when Curist 
“4 told the Jews, that the blood of all the prophets 
uy | | fhould be required at their hands, he mentioned 
i in particular “the blood of Zacharias, whom | 
they flew between the temple and the altar.” 
_ Curist himfelf labored in vain and {pent his 
Rtrength for naught, in preaching the gofpel 


to the Jews ; but though Ifrael were not 
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gathered, yet he was glorious in the eyes of his 
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Father. The apoftles preached the fame gofpel 
in many places, with little or no fuccefs ; but 
yet they were a fweet favor of Curist in them 
that perifhed, as well as in them that were faved. 
John Wickliff was unfuccefsful in the fame 
work in which Luther fucceeded ; but yet his 
noble, though unfuccefsful exertions, have ren- 
dered his name illuftrious through all the pro- 
teftant nations. If good men fhould fail of 
{preading the gofpel to the extent of their de- 
fires and expectations ; yet their fincere and 
vigorous attempts fhall meet the juft approba- 
tion of both Gop and man. Some feem to be 
backward, to engage in this work, for fear they 
fhall not fucceed. They imagine they fee a lion 
in the way ; but fuppofing there fhould be a li- 
on in the way, or fuppofing the worft that can 
be fuppofed, that fome unforefeen obftacles fhall 
arife, which cannot be furmounted, it will be 
glorious to fail, after they have done all that 
was in their power todo. This the friends 
of Gop ought to confider as a folid foun- 
dation for fortitude and zeal, in undertaking 
and profecuting fuch a noble and laudable de- 
fign, in which they have nothing to lofe, but 
much to gain, by their moft zealous and bold 
attempts. 
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| 3. THose, who efpoufe the caufe of religion, 
have reafon to expect the peculiar prefence and 
afliftance of Gop in their pious exertions. The 
caufe of religion is emphatically the caufe of 









CS -*) 


Gop, in the promotion of which his heart is 
wholly engaged. The zeal of the Lorn of hofts 
centres in the execution of his purpofe of grace 
towards this fallen world. For the attainment 
of this grand object, he is conftantly employing 
every creature, and directing every event, in the 
univerfe. While any of his friends, therefore, 
feel his fpirit and heartily efpoufe his caufe, he 
muft be pleafed with the motives of their con- 
duct, and afford them all the protection and af- 
fiftance which they need, in doing their part, to 
promote his gracious defign. Accordingly we 
find exprefs promifes of his prefence with thofe, 
who fincerely endeavor to promote his caufe. He 
directed Azariah to tell Afa and the men of Ju- 
dah in his name, “* The Lorn is with you, while 
ye be with him.’ He engaged to aflift and pro- 
tect Jeremiah, while pleading his caufe, in the 
midft of the moft formidable oppofition. “ Thou 
therefore gird up thy loins, and arife, and {peak 
unto them a// that I command thee: Be not 
difmayed at their faces: Left I confound thee 
before them. For behold, I have made thee 
this day, a defenced city, and iron pillar, and 
brazen walls againit the whole land, againft the 
kings .of Judah, againft the princes thereof, 
again{t the priefts thereof, and againft the peo- 
ple of the Jand.” And they fhall fight againft 
thee, but they fhall not prevail againft thee, for 
Tam with thee, faith the Lorn, to’deliver thee.” 
Ezekiel tells us, that Gop gave him a fimilar 
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promife in a fimilar cafe. ‘ And he faid unto 
me, fon of man, go, get thee unto the houfe of 
Ifrael, and {peak my words unto them. Behold, 
[ have made thy face ftrong againft their faces, 
and thy forehead ftrong againft their foreheads. 
As an adamant, harder than flint, have I made 
thy forehead ; fear them not, neither be dif- 
mayed at their looks, though they be a _rebell- 
ious houfe.”?” The command, which Curist has 
laid upon all his faithful minifters to fpread the 


gofpel, is enforced by a promife of his continual” 


prefence. ‘‘ Go ye therefore and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft ; teach- 
ing them to obferve all things whatfoever I have 
commanded you. And lo, Lam with you alway 
even unto the end of the world.” Such peculiar 
promifes of divine fupport, protection, and af- 
fiftance, apply to all thofe, who are heartily en- 
gaged to fpread the knowledge and bieflings of 
the gofpel among the perifhing children of men, 
and are defigned to infpire them with refolu- 
tion and zeal in the great undertaking. Every 
fincere chriftian, every faithful minifter, every 
pious and zealous miflionary, may adopt the 
language of the apoitle, and fay, “Ican do all 
things through Curist whieh ftrengtheneth 
me.” Whofe hearts and hands, therefore, muft 
not be ftrong, while they are fincerely engaged 
in that work, which they know is highly pleaf- 
ing to CurisT, and in the performance of which. 
C 
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they havéjuft ground to expect his promifed 
prefence and protection ? Efpecially when they 
confider, 


” 


4. Tuat their benevolent defires and exer- 
tions to advance the interefts of religion, ‘hall 
certainly be attended with the approbation and 
prayers of all good men. ‘Thefe have univerfal- 
ly imbibed one fpirit, and heartily defire the 
profperity of Zion. Here the diftinétion of dif- 
ferent denominations ceafes to operate, and ad- 
mits an entire union in fentiment and feeling. 
Good men, in whatever denomination of chrift- 
ians they are found, unitedly feek the {pread of 
the gofpel and the prevalence of religion. And 
though they may differ in opinion, refpecting 
particular meafures to promote the common 
caufe of chriftianity ; yet they really unite in 
the general object, and fincerely pray, that it 
may be eventually obtained. They feel the fpi- 
erit of Paul, who faid, “‘ Some indeed preach 
Curist even of envy and firife ; and fome alfo 
of good will. What then? Notwithftanding 
every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, 
Curist is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice.””’ The friends of Gop univer- 
fally wifh well t0, and heartily pray for thofe, 
who are fincerely engaged in {preading the gof- 
pel, and promoting the falvation of finners. A- 
greeably to the direction of CurisT, they daily 
offer up their defires to Gop in that compre- 
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henfive petition, “* Thy kingdom come.” And 
whenever they fee any fuccefsfully employed in 
building up this kingdom, they naturally join 
with and affift them in the good work. We 
have a ftriking inftance of this in the context. 
Though the ten tribes had generally revolted 
from the true Gop, yet there were fome pious 
men among them ; and thefe united heart and 
hand with Afa the king of Judah, in promoting 
the caufe of true religion. Accordingly it is 
faid, “ They fell to him out of Ifrael in abundance, 
when they faw that the Lorp his Gop was with 
him.’ The fincere and fuccefsful promoters of 
religion will always have the approbation and 
prayers, and in that way at leaft, the concur- 
rence and afliftance of all good men. This, in- 
deed, makes them really flrong ; and itrength is 
2 peculiar fource of refolution and zeal. Befides, 


5. THEY are equally fure of the efteem ana 
affection of all thofe, whom they fhall be inftru- 
mental of converting. Though men are natural- 
ly averfe from being awakened, convinced and 
converted; yet after they have become reconcil- 
ed to Gop, they never fail to feel a peculiar af- 
feétion for thofe whom they view as inftrument- 
al of their fpiritual and eternal good. Paul 
bears teftimony to the ardent affection, which 
fome of his hearers had felt towards him, whom 
they had viewed as the inftrument, under Gop, 


of their faving converfion. “ I bear you record, 
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that if it had been poflible, ye would have 


plucked out your own eyes, and have given 
them to me.” How much have faithful and fuc- 
cefsful miffionaries been beloved and careffed, 
by thofe to whom they have carried the gofpel, 
which turned them from darknefs to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto Gop? No men in 
Judah were more fincerely efteemed and venerat- 
_ ed,than Afa, Jehoiada, Hezekiah, and Jofiah, 
who were the happy inftruments of reforming 
and converting finners. If men are faithful 
and fuccefsful in feeking the falvation of fouls, 
they will not only deferve, but receive the grat- 
itude’and efteem of thofe, whom they are the 
means of bringing hometo Gop. This confid- 
eration may well fupport and animate them, in 
fuffering all the reproach and oppofition they 


may meet with, in fpreading the gofpel, and tak- | 


ing the fubjects of the prince of darknefs out of 
his hands. I muift add, 


6. Tuat all the fincere endeavors and extra- 
ordinary exertions in favor of religion, fhali f 


finally meet a glorious recompenfe of reward. 
Gop has promifed to reward men for the faith- 
ful improvement of all their talents. And what 
better ufe can they make of the bleflings of prov- 
idence, than to employ them in building up the 
kingdom of Gop? This is the moft important 
defign carrying on in this world, and even in 
any part of the univerfe ; and, therefore, to be 
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inftrumental in promoting this, is to do the 
greateft good, which lies in the power of man to 
do. No perfon can employ his time, his inter- 
‘eft, his knowledge, and all the weight of his 


character, to a better purpofe, than that of 
fpreading the gofpel, and promoting the eternal 
interefts of his fellow men; and there is no 
other way, in which he can fecure a more am- 
ple reward, in the great day of retribution. 


Bur befide the parable of the talents, we find 
particular promifes to thofe, who make pecu- 
liar exertions to build up Zion. Such is the 
promife in the text. ‘* Be ye ftrong therefore, 
and let not your hands be weak: For your 
work fhall be rewarded.” The fame idea is 
fuggefted by the apoftle James. “ Brethren, if 
any of you do err from the truth, and one con- 
vert him; Jet him know, that he who convert- 
eth a finner from the error of his way, fhall fave 
a foul from death, and hide a multitude of fins.” 
The apoftle Paul fays to chriftians in general, 
** Be ye ftedfaft, unmovable, always abounding 
in tbe work of the Lorp, forafmuch as ye know 
that your labor fball not be in vain in the Lory.” 
And the prophet exprefsly declares, “* They that 
be wife fhall fhine as the brightnefs of the firma- 
ment ; and they that turn many to righteoufneds, 
as the flars forever and ever.” ‘Thefe prom- 
ifes of a glorious recompenfe in a future ftate, 
gught to animate good men at this day, as they 


a 


.—_* 


[ 22 ] 


animated Mofes, the prophets, the apoftles, and 
even Curist himfelf, to the moft bold and vig. 
orous exertions in the caule of religion. 


Ir now remains to improve and apply the fub. 
ject, with proper freedom and plainnefs, 


In the firft place, it is natural to conclude 
from what has been faid, that the friends of 
Gop have been very negligent in promoting his 
caufe in the world. When a man, merely for 
the want of refolution, does not perform any 
important work, which belongs to him to per- 
form, and which he has time, opportunity, and 
abilities to perform, we never fcruple to fay, 
that he is guilty of negligence. It is certainly the 
proper bufinefs of the friends of Gop to pro- 
mote his caufe. He formed them veflels of mer- 
cy for his own ufe. He called them out of dark- 
nefs into marvellous light, that they might be 
* the light of the world, and the falt of the 
earth.” And he has commanded them to feek 
the intereft of his kingdom above every other 
object. It is, therefore, their appropriate and 
important bufinefs, to promote the caufe of 
religion. And it muft be acknowledged, that 
they have long had time, opportunity, and 
ability, to perform the duty devolved upon 
them. But have they been faithful ? Are there 
not many indubitable marks of their negli- 
gence? Does not the languifhing ftate of relig- 
ion, bear teftimony to their timidity and indo- 
lence? Had they been bold, and zealous, and 
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active in the caufe of Gop, would there have been 
fo many of the human race, at this day, involv- 
ed in Jewifh, Pagan, Mahometan, and Papal 
darknefs ? Have there not been chriftians in 
Afia ? Why then has Afia been fo long perith- 
ing for the want of gofpel light? Have there 
not been chriftians in Africa ? Why then has 
Africa been fo long perifhing for the want of 
chriftian knowledge ? Have there not been chritt- 
ians in Europe? are there not many there ftill ? 
Why then is fo great a part of that quarter of 
the world {till ignorant of the pure doétrines of 
the gofpel ? Has there not long been a fucceflion 
of pious men in America? Why then are there 
fo many of the aboriginals ftill perifhing in their 
native barbarity and ignorance ? Have we not 
many godly minifters in thefe United States ? 
Why then are there fo many declining churches, 
fo many deftitute congregations, and fo many 


individuals abandoned to vice, irreligion, and 
infidelity ? 


THESE are plain indications of negligence in 
the friends of Gop, for years, if not for ages 
paft. Had chriftians in every age poflefled the 
{fpirit of the apoftles and the primitive believers, 
what great things would they have done to 
promote the caufe of Curisr? Or had they 
been as wife as the men of the world, and as 
zealous to promote the falvation of others, as 
finners are to promote their temporal interefts, 
the gofpel would have long fince been carried to 
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the ends of the earth. Or, indeed, if the fame 
zealous, bold, and undaunted {fpirit, which has 
lately fired the breafts of chriftians in Europe 
and America, had fired their breafts but a few 
years ago, the face of religion would have un- 
doubtedly appeared, at this time, unfpeakably 
different. Nothing has been wanting, fince the 
revival of learning, the invention of printing, 
and the difcovery of the magnet, to prevent the 
univerfal fpread of the gofpel, but merely chrift- 
ian refolution and zeal. This long and great 
negligence calls for the humiliation of chriftians 
in general, and efpecially of chriftian minifters 
and magiftrates, who ought to have been the 
firft in zeal and refolution to promote the caufe 
of Curist and the fpread of the gofpel. The 
world now looks like the field of the flug- 
gard, becaufe chriftians, like the fluggard, have 
been crying, “ A little fleep, a little lumber, a 
little folding of the hands to fleep.” The pre- 
fent melancholy ftate of chriftianity throughout 
the world, reproaches all its friends for their paft 
irrefolution and negligence. 


Tur next thing to be inferred from what has 
been faid is, that none will ever do much to 
forward the work of {preading the gofpel, with- 
out a large fhare of chriftian zeal and refolution. 
Men may be pious and fincerely wifh well to 
the benevolent defign, and yet do more to de- 
feat, than to accomplith it, if deftitute of a truly 
miffionary {pirit. In order to carry into effect 
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fach a difficult aud laborious undertaking, thofe, 
who enter upon it, muft be all awake and alive 
to the important object before them. But none 
will feel a proper concern for others, who do not 
feel a proper concern for themfelves. None will 
be greatly engaged to promote religion abroad, 
who are not equally engaged to promote it at 
home. None have any encouragement to em- 
bark in the adventurous caufe of propagating the 
gofpel, unlefs their hearts glow with love to 
Gop, and a tender concern for the fouls of men. 
They muft be weaned from the world ; they 
muft be {tripped of mercenary motives; they 
muit be willing to deny themfelves and take up 
the crofs ; before they can: poflefs that firm and 
perfevering refolution, which is neceflary to meet 
the reproach and oppofition to be expected, in 
fpreading a religion, which has never failed to 
awaken all the malignant paffions of the human 
heart. They muft fit down and count the coit, 
left, after having put their hand to the plough, 
they fhould look back, and betray the caufe, 
which they engaged to befriend. Why have at- 
tempts of this kind fo often proved abortive ? 
Has it not been chiefly owing to a worldly /pirit, 
which has palfied all pious refolution and zeal ? 
And who can expect to fpeed better, without a 
better fpirit ? What will lifelefs meetings, 
what will proper refolutions, what will verbal 
engagements avail, without bold, zealous, per- 
fevering exertions ? No perfon is properly pre- 
D sit 
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pared to be a member, and much lets. to be a 
miffionary, of this fociety, who has not a heart 
to fpend and be fpent in the arduous under- 
taking, and to meet all the evils and embarrafl- 
ments, which may eventually attend it. Acold 
heart, a timid mind, a feeble hand, is by no 
means fit to be employed in a work, which calls 
for the warmeft zeal, and the moft vigorous ex- 
ertions. 


But fince the friends of Gov have fuch good 
ground for unfhaken refolution, in promoting 
the caufe of religion, we may juftly infer, in the 
laft place, that it is not yet too late to attempt 
the propagation of the gofpel through this ex- 
tenfive country. Though we have loft much 
time, and neglected many favorable opportuni- 
ties for fuch an undertaking ; though an awful 
ftupor has feized the minds of many of the pro- 
feffed friends of Gop ; though the enemies of 
religion have, within a very few years, greatly 
increafed in numbers and ftrength ; though they 
have fet every engine in motion, to f{pread error, 
deifm, and even atheifm, through every corner 
of our land; though, I fay, all thefe obftacles 
{tare us in the face, and muit be overcome, in or- 
der to propagate the gofpel among thofe who are 
perifhing for the want of it; yet it may not be 
too late to effect the difficult and important de- 
fign. Good men, as well as bad, are able to do 
almoft any thing, which they s/ink they are able 
to do. Difticulties vanifh before refolution. 
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There never was fo great a declenfion of religion 
in Judah, but that a reformation was always ef- 
fected, when good men had only zeal and refo- 
lution enough to attempt it. If the few friends 
of Gop in this country, therefore, were only 
awake, united, and poflefled of proper zeal and 
fortitude, they might, under the divine direc- 
tion and influence, put a check upon the prog- 
refs of vice and infidelity, and extend the lim- 
its of the Redeemer’s kingdom where Satan is 
now reigning without control, and leading 
multitudes of poor, deluded creatures to eternal 
deftruction. Chriftianity is a caufe, which is 
deftined to prevail ; and which is deftined to 
prevail, by the blefling of Gop on human exer- 
tions. 


Tuis we, my Brethren, have in practice pro- 
fefled to believe, by uniting for the purpofe of 
fending the gofpel to thofe, who are perifhing 
for the lack of vifion. ‘* Let us be {trong there- 
fore, and let not our hands be weak,” for we 
have all the encouragement defirable, to purfue 
with vigor and fortitude the work, which we 
have ferioufly and deliberately undertaken. 
Though we and others have too long neglected 
it, and, by our neglect, given rife to great and 
formidable difficulties ; yet thefe mountains 
fhall become plains, before a pious, bold, mif- 
fionary fpirit. It has been Gop’s ufual methed, 
to arife and plead his own caufe, at thofe very 
times, when it appeared to be on the very point 
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Of extinction. It was when Jereboam the fon 
of Nebat had made Ifrael to fin, and well nigh 
corrupted the whole church ; that Gop raifed 
up Afa and others, to rekindle the dying, glim- 
mering flame of religion. It was when the two 
tribes and half were pining away in their ini- 
quities, and refembled the valley of dry bones, 
in Babylon; that Gop awakened the zeal and 
blefled the exertions of his friends, to bring 
about their converfion and deliverance. It was 
when the man of fin had defaced and nearly de- 
ftroyed the chriftian religion ; that Gop raifed 
up a conftellation of bold and zealous men, to 
efpoufe and fpread his finking caufe. Hence the 
late extraordinary efforts in Europe and America 
“¢ to crufbh the wretch,” or to ufe a more decent 
expreflion, to extinguifh chriftianity, afford a ftrong 
ground of faith, that “‘the time, yea, the fet 
time to'favor Zion, is come.’’ For it has been 
Gop’s uniform conduct, when the enemy came in 
like a flood upon his people, to fet up a ftandard 
againft him. And we are happy to fay, that Gop 
has already begun to fet up his ftandard in vari- 
ous parts of the chriftian world ; and his friends 
are now rallying around it, with uncommon 
zeal and refolution, to defend and promote the 
interefts of his kingdom. An unufual miffiona- 
ry fpirit has fpread through England, Scotland, 
Ireland, many parts of Germany, anda num.- 
ber of the United States. This ought to ani- 
mate ws, as it animated the directors of the 
miffionary fociety in London. Ia one of their 





re, ee ee ee ee a ee ee ee 


~~ wee = -F = 6) 


pard 


Pa | 


= wei @ «+ 








ae 4s? 





[ 29 ] 


communications to the fociety, they fay, “ From 
Germany, and a vait body of aflociated minif- 
ters in Lufatia, aflembled from all parts of 
Chriftendom, we have received the mot fraternal 
good wifhes for the accomplifhment of our defigns, 
and their great /atisfaction in our enterprife, which 
has warmed and ftimulated them to frefh exer- 
tions ; while they cry day and night to Gop, 
for our fuccef/s, from the Carpathian mountains to 
the {fnows of Norway.” They add, ‘‘ America, 


| ftirred up by your example, has caught the holy 


flame. So that the Lorn Jesus, the great head 


of the church, feems ta be awakening a fimilar 
{pirit, throughout all places of his dominion.” 


There is yet another promifing profpect before 


'us. In the lait and prefent year, there has been 


a more extenfive and extraordinary effufion of 
the divine influence in many parts of our land, 
than has been known in the courfe of almoft fix- 
ty years. Gop is now vifibly arifing to plead 
his own caufe; and fhall we not, when we hear 
the found of his goings, beftir ourfelves to promote 
the profperity of Zion ? Under all thefe favor- 
able circumftances, if we are not wanting in our 
zeal, refolution, and exertions, we have noth- 
ing to fear in the purfuit of our great and in- 
terefting object. 


Wauat if our number be {mall ? A {mall num- 
ber firmly united in fentiment and zeal, may do 
wonders in promoting the caufe of Cxrisr. 
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This has been demonftrated by thofe, who firft 
carried the gofpel to three quarters of the world. 


Wuat if our firft and feeble efforts fhould 
meet with little or no fuccefs ? This, inftead of 
throwing us into defpondency, fhould ferve to 
roufe us to more zealous and vigorous exertions, 
in fuch a difficult and important ‘undertaking. 


Wuart if our pecuniary refources are few, and 
unprotected by legal authority ? There is no 
ground of difcouragement on this account, pro- 
vided we are only faithful and fuccefsful in the 
difcharge of our duty. It is only for Gop to 
beftow his grace upon our churches, as he did 
upon the churches of Macedonia, and our church- 
es will to their power, yea, beyond their power, 
abound in the riches of their liberality, and even 
prayers to receive their gifts, and take upon us 
the care of miniftering to the relief of thofe, 
who are famifhing for the bread of life. 


Wuart if the miffionary field be wide ? This 
prefents an animating motive, rather than a dif- 
couraging obftacle. The profpect of the falva- 
tion of millions fhould awaken our defires and 
endeavors, to civilize thofe who are not civiliz- 
ed, and gofpelize thofe who are not gofpelized, 
through this widely extended continent. The 
United States are abundantly able, in refped& to 
numbers and wealth, to fpread the gofpel through 
all North and South America. And we were, 
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there is reafon to believe, raifed up and formed 
into a civil and religious community, to perform 
this fervice for Gop, in grateful return for his 
diftinguifhing and proteéting mercy. 


Burt where, fome may afk, fhall we fitd men 
of a truly miflionary {pirit, who will freely facri- 
fice their eafe, their intereft, their health, and 
even their lives, to carry the gofpel to the 
poor in our new fettlements, and to the favages 
in the wildernefs? This, we acknowledge, is 
the greateft apparent difficulty to be expected 
and to be furmounted, in the bulfinef$ before us. 
But this we may fafely refer to Gop. It is his 


to provide inftruments to do his own work, 


But if the harveit be plenteous, and the laborers 
few, it is ours to pray the Lorn of the harveit, 
to fend forth laborers into his harveft. And 
may we not cheerfully confide in him, who hath 
formed fo many miffionary focieties in New- 
York, Conneéticut, and Maffachufetts, to raife 
up a fufficient number of pious, zealous, bold 


miflionaries, to carry their pious and important 
defign into effect ? 


But let us turn from the dark to the bright 
fide of the work, in which we have publicly en- 
gaged. What if the fet time to favor Zion 
fhould be at hand? What if there fhould be 
a general effufion of the divine {fpirit upon 
all our religious focieties ? What if the attention 
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of both minifters.and people every where, fhould 
be awakened to the object we are purfuing, and 
they fhould, like the men of Ifrael, fall in to our 
affiftance in abundance ? What if the numerous 
inhabitants in the new fettlements fhould gen- 
erally be formed into large and flourifhing 
churches ? What if the poor heathens fhould 


have an opportunity and a heart to embrace the | 


gofpel ? In a word, what if this whole conti- 
nent fhould be both civilized and gofpelized, 
through the inftrumentality of this and other 
miflionary focieties ? Who would not have rea- 
fon to rejoice ? And who would have more rea- 
fon to rejoice, than thofe, who were the moft 
fincere, active, bold, and zealous in bringing 
about fuch happy events ? Thefe are not a 
ary profpects. If Gop intends to make us 
happy, he will make us a oly people ; and if “i 
intends to make us a holy people, he will employ 
the proper means to effect his purpofe. Let us, 
then, my brethren, take courage ; let our hearts 
and hands be ftrong ; for there are certainly 
profpects within our view, which, whether re- 
alized, either before, or after we are laid in the 
duft, will abundantly reward us, for all that we 
can do, to build up the kingdom of our Divinz 
REDEEMER. 
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A BRIEF ABSTRACT 


PROCEEDINGS anp FUND 


'OF THE 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


AN impreflion of the importance of the 
knowledge of the gofpel of Chrift to the prefent 


mterefts, and efpecially to the future falvation, of 


men, and a folicitude for thofe portions of the 
human race which are either partially or totally 
deftitute of this knowledge, originated THE MAs- 
SACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. It was inifti- 
tuted in 1799 ; and, at its firft meeting, May 28, 
in that year, it confifted of thirty-eight members. 
ts conftitution was, foon after, publifhed, with 
an addrefs to all chriftians defirous of the propa- 
gation of the gofpel, foliciting their ferious atten- 
ion to. the object,.contemplated by the fociety. 
This object is declared, in the conftitution, to be, 
“‘ to diffufe the knowledge of the gofpel among 
the heathens, as well as other people in the re- 
mote parts of our country, where Curist is fel- 
dom ‘or never preached.” A fmall fund was 


raifed by the contribution of the members of the 


fociety amd of others; and feveral minifters 
were chofen to form a miffion to the frontiers 
of the {United States. Obftacles prevented the 
eleéted miflionaries from engaging in ‘the ferVice, 
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The fuccets of the inftitution, however, fo far as 
it relates to the acceflion of members, and an ac- 
cumulation of the fund, has been fully equal to 
the expectations of the fociety. At the annua! 
meeting, on the 27th of laft May, it appeared, 
that the whole number of members was one 4un- 
dred and nimeteen ; and the fund amounts to up- 
wards of a thoufand doliars, and is increafing 
both from the annual contributions of its mem- 
bers, and the liberal donations of the pious and 
liberal. 


EncouracGeEp by its. augmented refources; the 
fociety, at their laft meeting, voted to employ 
four miflionaries, the enfuing fummer, to com- 
mence a ferious execution of its defign. Four 
ordained minifters were, accordingly, elected for 
the miffion. Two of whom, by direction of the 
truftees, are deftined for the Province of Maine, 
and two for the weitern frontiers. 


Ovcut not the fmiles of the Great Head of 


the church on the firft efforts of the fociety to 
be religioufly and gratefully acknowledged as a 


joken for good? Ought. they not to ftimulate 
chriftians to afford the mftitution the concurrent 


aids of theif pecuniary contribution, of their § 


perfonal influence, of their prayers, and of their 
zéalous exertions ? But we are anticipating what 
does not properly belong to this ftatement of 
faéis® The motives for giving the fociety a 
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prompt and pious patronage are fully exhibited 
in the fubjoined Addrefs. May the perufal of it 
excite in the bofoms of its readers that fpirit of 
chriftian philanthropy and charity, which will 
infure their co-operation in promoting the be- 
nevolent purpofes of the fociety, and caufe the 
bleffing of many that are ready to perifh to come upon 
them ! 


June 24, 1800. 
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Tue officers of the fociety, for the enfuing 
year, are ; 


Rev. NATHANIEL EMMONS, p. b. Presipent 
Rev. SAMUEL AUSTIN, Secrerary. 

Deacon JOHN SIMPKINS, Treasurer. 

Rev. Mef’rs. DAVID SANFORD, 7 
| DANIEL HOPKINS, | 
EZRA WELD, 
SAMUEL SPRING, 
SAMUEL NILES, > TRUSTEES. 
JOSEPH BARKER, 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, 
ABIEL HORMES, 
JONATHAN STRONG, | 
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AN ' 


ADDRESS zo rxe PUBLIC. 








MEN, BRETHREN, AND FATHERS, 


"LHe charitable object of the MAssacHu- 
SETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY is the only apology 
for this friendly addrefs. For, to diffufe the 
knowledge of the gofpel among the heathen and 
other people almoft deftitute of it, manifeftly 
correfponds with the command of CuristT, and 
the benevolence of his difciples. 


ALAS, how darx the moral ftate of the world 
from Adam to the Savior! How dark alfo the 
period from the chriftian era to the prefent time ! 
For though it is computed that the earth con- 
) tains eight hundred millions of human inhabitants, 
we find but fifty millions on the proteftant lift, 
and early five hundred millions on the lift of 
benighted Pagans. . Jews, Mahometans, and oth- 
ers, whofe religious theory is diverfe from the 
gofpel, comprife the reft. The flock of Curist 
has always been fmall : and Zion ftill mourns 
becaufe but few celebrate her folemn feafts. 
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Bur, let us paufe a moment. How long fhal} 
this dark period of the church continue ? SWall 
the adverfary control the human race till the 
final confummation? Is this the decree of the At- 
micHty ? We do not thus read the fcriptures. 
We rather believe Satan will fhortly lofe his ma- 
lignant influence, and that all nations will em- 
brace the Lorp Jzsus. Remembering then, that 
Zion’s Gop dire¢ts all the revolutions of king- 
doms and empires ; that the hearts of all men 
are in his hand, we cannot but thankfully notice 
the chriftian charity and zeal which have lately 
originated and endowed fo many Miffionary Socie- 
ties, both in Europe and America, as a precious 
token for good. To the eye of faith there is, 
at this revolutionary period, at this birth-day of 
interefting events, a peculiar concurrence of di- 
vine operations to haften the promifed time when 
the wildernefs fhall bloffom as the rofe, and the whole 
world be filled with the glory of falvation. While, 
therefore, we expect the rapid wheels of provi- 
dence will foon introduce the joyful days of: 
Zion, fhall not the followers of the lamb gird up. 
their loins and double their diligence? If we 
wifh to difpel the fatal ignorance which broods 
over the.minds of millions of the wretched ‘na- 
tives; if we wifh to arm our infant fettlements 
againft the incegping powers of infidelity ; in 
one word; if we fupremely love the elory of Gop 
in the falvation of fouls, let'us harmonize with. 
the fpirit a miffions : For until the deé 
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fhall be gathered, or Curist fhall recal his fer- 
vants from their labors, this command, “* Preach 
the gofpel to every creature,’ will remain in full 
force. Inftead of dreaming, like idle men, that 
there is a lion in the way, let us advance in the 
name of the Lorn, and remove every difficulty, 
and furmount tvery obitacle. By perfonal exer- 
tions, merely, we can do nothing; but by the 
gracious influence of the ALMicuTy we can do 
all things : For the Lorn effects the purpofes of 
his grace, not by the wifdom and power of man, 
but by the energy of his holy Spirit. If we em- 
brace Curist to conduct and fupport us, we 
have nothing to fear but our own declenfion. 
Oppofition will fly before us, and mountains 
become plains. Let not the day of {mall things 
be defpifed. 


Let preachers of the gofpel who are beit qual. 
ified for miffionaries, accept the elevated office, 
and magnify it from end to end of our extenfive 
and deftitute territory. Let our brethren, both 
in the city and country, who poflefs property, 
pofiefs alfo charitable hearts, and improve their 
riches by fupporting faithful miflions, till the 
wildernefs fhall bow beforethe king of Zion : For 
what qualified miffionaries can quit ¢heir domef- 
tic and parochial connexions, and ipend their 
time, and exhautt their ftrength, among the re- 
mote fettlements without incurring heavy ex- 

penfe ? The laborer is worthy of his hire 5 and 
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to fupport the moft ufeful mifflions we mutt be 
furnifhed with anfwerable funds. But the earth 
is the Lorp’s and the fulnefs thereof: and we 
willingly believe that he will open the hearts of 
rich men and fpeedily furnifh pecuniary means 
to erect gofpel churches beyond the Weftern 
mountains and lakes, where the perifhing natives 
are offering facrifices to devils. Prayer and pe- 
cuniary aid are both neceflary to.carry into effeé& 
the noble defign of miffionary focieties : And is 
it poflible for the work to fail while chriftians 
pray fervently for its fuccefs, and meh of prop- 
erty love the fouls of their fellow mortals ? 
How eafy for a {mall number of men, who pof- 
fefs but acommon fhare of property, to fupport 
feveral miffionaries from year to year? A thou- 
fand dollars only of gofpel charity will furnifh 
much bread for ftarving fouls in the wildernefs. 


Wuitte the fociety wifely improves dona- 
tions, and generoufly rewards faithful miflion- 
aries, why fhall not our fund increafe like a 
river which is fupplied by thoufands of brooks 
and unremitting fprings? All good men love,to 
do good and to communicate. For it is more 
blefled to give than it is to receive. Let the 
children of profperity, therefore, take the advan- 
tage of their property, and devote a fmall fhare 
of it, at leaft, téornament the temple of falva- 
tion. Let thin Bive a portion to feven and alfo 






toeight. Money devoted to the miffionary fund 
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is fo much precious property previoufly lodged 
in the bank of heaven: Curist loves and will 
bountifully reward the cheerful giver. A fingle 
cent of gofpel charity in Curuist’s eftimation, is 
more valuable than mines of filver and gold in 
the contracted hands of felfifhnefs. Shall we 
then be remifs while the falvation of thoufands 
depends on miflionary exertions? Shall we not 
commiferate the vaft number of children who 
never faw the bible, nor any of Curist’s minif- 
ters ? Shall we be attentive to objects of the 
leaft importance, and negleét thofe of the greateft 
importance ? Shall we be out-done by the men 
of the world? Shall the mifer painfully penc- 
trate the bowels of the earth in queft of glitter. 
ing duft? Shall the mefchant meet every danger 
of the elements both at home and abroad, to ac- 
cumulate wealth? Shall the emulous fons of {ci- 
ence wafte the midnight lamp and even life 
itfelf to regifter their names among the literati ? 
Shall Columbus and other navigators quit their 
native fhores and explore the globe amidft all 
the inclemency of the feafons, and other indefcrib- 
able dangers, to difcover a new {pot of land to per- 
petuate their names? Shall kingdoms and em- 
pires be depopulated, fhall millions of the human 
race bleed and die to procure the viétor’s laurel ? 
Shall the greateft efforts be made and the greateft 
fufferings be endured for nothing, and fhall we 
negle& the falvation of immortal fouls ? Shall 
chriftians be furpaffed in exertions by the chil- 
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dren of this world? No. Let us then turn the 
tables and be influenced by the example of enter- 
prifing miflionaries.» Shall the unwearied Jefuits 
fly from weit to eaft and eaft to weft, thoufands 
of leagues to profelyte the pagans? Shall the 
benevolent and pioufly enterprifing Moravians 
explore the northern regions,and bleed and freeze 
and die to warm and comfort the hearts of the 
poor heathen, with divine love and grace? Shali 
Elliot, Brainard and others of congenial fouls for- 
ever wear the fparkling crowns which they 
earned among the native tribes ? Shall Britith 
chriftians, at the prefent day, bear the glad tid- 
ings of grace to the other fide of the world? 
Shall all thefe and many more examples be pre- 
fented to our view in vain? In one word, Shall 
CHRIST die to give us an opportunity to pro- 
mote the falvation of man, and fhall we remain 
indolent and let them be loft forever ? Gop for- 
bid. For how, alas, can we efcape, if we neglect 
the means in our power of promoting the great 
falvation of others? Let us then fhow ourfelves 
men, and act according to truth. What would 
be the duty of the heathen were we in their 
condition and they in ours? Suppofe the change 
to be actually made! fuppofe them now cloth- 
ed with gofpel advantages, and we deftitute. 
Would it be their duty to blefs us? Shall we 
not then blefs them ? For the golden rule is di- 
vine, and muft be adopted in order to meet the 


{olemn procefs of the great day with confolation. 
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Blefled are thofe who love the fouls of others as 
they ought to love their own, for they will be ap- 
proved by their Judge. But how fhall others 
who neglect to furnifh the deftitute with gofpel 
advantages, endure the criterion which Curistr 
will finally adopt? For to neglect the falvation 
of fouls, is to neglect and difregard the Savior. 
The faithful only will finally receive the crown 
of eternal life; but how can men be faithful 
who knowingly negleét their advantages to 
{pread the knowledge of falvation among the 
deftitute ? “‘ Go out and compel them to come 
in that my houfe may be filled,”’ is the unalter- 
able. injunction of divine grace. With this the 
apoitles uniformly complied, and were they to 
revifit the world, neither the heathen tribes, nor 
any Other deftitute people would be neglected. 
Every quarter of the globe, the moft {olitary 
places not excepted, would witnefs the pungent 
inftructions of Paul, the burning zeal of Peter, 
and the divine eloquence of Apollos. Faithful 
men ! ample reward | 


Now chriftian friends and fellow mortals, are 


thefe things interefting ? The reprefentation we 
confefs is manifeftly inadequate to the object. 
The one half is not told; but the path of duty is 
plain to thofe who are willing to embrace it. 
The field is wide, the work is great, and the 
encouragement is moft excellent. If we feek 
the Lorp we fhall find him: If we devoutly 
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acknowledge him in our charitable attempt to 
diffufe the knowledge of the gofpel, he will 
guide and fupport us. 


Wuite then the members of the fociety will 
punctually and faithfully attend the bufinefs of 
the annual meeting according to the fpirit of the 
conititution ; and while the truftees and miflion- 
aries, it is hoped, will act anfwerably to the re- 
pofed confidence, fhall we not expect Gop’s 
blefling ? Shall we not experience the charity 
and realize the liberal donations of Zion’s friends 
who are not members of the fociety ? Fervent 
prayers and generous donations are particularly 
neceflary to fupport the caufe which we advo- 
cate. Willa gracious Gop own and blefs the 
fociety, and make it extenfively ufeful to the 
fouls of men, and plentifully reward its benefac- 
tors, and fill the world with the glory of his 
great name. 

















